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Mary and Her Son 
By Ina Herold Jones 


ARY, Mary, now I know 
How you murmured to Him lew, 
How you held Him to your breast, 
Laid Him gently down to rest. 


Mary, Mary, now know I 

That you hummed a lullaby, 

That you kissed your little Son 

As I kiss this precious one. 

Mary, Mary, now I guess 

All your radiant happiness, 

As you watched there, full of grace, 
Leaned above the Saviour’s face. 


Criticism or Prayer ? 

Criticism is sometimes needed. But 
if words were compounded like drugs, 
one part of criticism to one hundred 
parts of prayer would be a much safer 
prescription than is often followed. “Do 
you think there would have been a 
single conversion on the Day of Pente- 
cost,” asked D. L. Moody, “if the one 
hundred and twenty had spent their 
time in criticizing Peter? Can you im- 
agine James saying to John: ‘That cer- 
tainly is the most remarkable meeting 
that I have ever seen in Jerusalem. 
Half the Sanhedrin are there, and more 
than forty of the principal rabbis; and 
yet Peter didn’t say anything very 
extraordinary to them.’ Nevertheless 
Peter had not talked very long before 





a strong wind came down from Heaven 
and overpowered his audience. It was 
because the one hundred and twenty 
were upholding Peter by their prayers” 
(Méditations Quotidiennes, French cal- 
endar). Peter’s address on the Day 
of Pentecost was matter-of-fact and 
straightforward. He quoted Old Tes- 
tament prophecy relating to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, handling it more boldly 
than some would dare to do today. Then 
he drove his message home directly. to 
his hearers, getting personal, and utter- 
ing some of the most wonderful words 
ever spoken on the sovereignty of God 
and the free will of man when he said, 
“Him, being delivered by the deter- 
minate counsel and foreknowledge of 
God, ye have taken, and by wicked 
hands have crucified and slain: whom 
God hath raised up, having loosed the 
pains of death: because it was not pos- 
sible that he should be holden of it” 
(Acts 2:23, 24). He went on then, re- 
ferring to David and the Psalms, apply- 
ing them closely to Christ. While his 
sermon was not long according to the 
record, it was clear and pointed, and 
since Peter was filled with the Spirit 
and handled the Sword of the Spirit 
skillfully, God poured out His blessing 
on the multitude and 3,000 souls were 


saved. But back of all this was the 
prayer (not the criticism) of the dis- 
ciples: “These all continued with one 
accord in prayer and supplication, with 
the women, and Mary the mother of 
Jesus, and with his brethren. And in 
those days Peter stood up in the midst 
of the disciples, and said, (the number 
of names together were about an hun- 
dred and twenty,) Men and brethren, 
this scripture must needs have been 
fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the 
mouth of David spake before concern- 
ing Judas, which was guide to them that 
took Jesus” (Acts 1:14-16). There is a 
penetrating lesson for us in Moody's 
imaginative illustration. Criticism - is 
easy and may even exalt the critic in 
the eyes of his hearers who agree with 
him. It may come from the mouth of 
one who is out of fellowship with God, 
though not always. But prayer is seri- 
ous, holy work and can only be carried 
on effectively in the power of the Spirit 
and when one is right with God. There- 
fore, if we feel inclined to originate 
or pass on secondhand criticism éf a 
preacher or evangelist whom God is 
blessing, let us look well to ourselves 
to see if we are right with God and be 
sure to spend more time and words in 
prayer than in criticism, 


~ 


VI. Calvary in Messianic Prophecy 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


was foreshadowed in Hebrew ritual 

was also foreseen in Hebrew 
prophecy. Messianic prophecy foresaw 
both the sufferings of Christ and the 
glory that would follow. While there 
are other notable prophecies of the suf- 
fering Saviour, such as Psalm 22, the 
chief passage foretelling the passion and 
death of our Lord in the Old Testa- 


T= great sacrifice at Calvary that 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Is thy God ... able? ... My 
God hath sent his angel, and hath 
shut the lions’ mouths, that they 
have not hurt me” (Dan. 6:20, 22). 




















ment is Isaiah 53. It has been called 
“the holy of holies of Old Testament 
prophecy.” Jewish teachers held it to 
be prophetic of the Messiah until 
about A.D. 1150. Then the pressure of 
controversy with Christianity led Jew- 
ish scholars to abandon that interpre- 
tation, the chapter giving too striking 
a picture of what actually happened to 
the Man of Sorrows. Judaism since 
then has sought to show this prophecy 
as fulfilled in Jeremiah, Josiah, or in 
the nation of Israel itself. The average 
Jew today is quite ignorant of the pas- 
sage. A friend of mine read it in the 
presence of some Jews lately and then 
asked them to tell him whether it was 
from the Old or the New Testament, and 
the reply was, “The New Testament.” 
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They did not know it was in the He- 
brew Scriptures. 

In the nineteenth century some lib- 
eral Christian scholars adopted the in- 
terpretation that sees in Isaiah 53 a pic- 
ture of Israel as God’s servant nation. 
Some so understand it today; but con- 
servative Christian scholars, however, 
rightly take the chapter as prophetic of 
the Suffering Saviour. It is too strongly 
individual and personal to be applied to 
any collective body such as Israel, or 
the faithful in Israel. It goes so far 
beyond anything in history, or in the 
experience of any mere man, that it can 
only refer to the God-Man, our Lord 
Jesus Christ. What is more, at least 
seven times in the New Testament this 
chapter is applied to Christ. Thus we 
have apostolic authority for understand. 
ing this passage to be Messianic. When 
Philip found the Ethiopian eunuch puz- 
zling over Isaiah 53, he quickly put him 
straight by preaching to him Jesus from 
that very Chapter. Not only the apos- 
tles but the early Church Fathers all 
agreed that Christ is the theme of this 
notable prophecy. We need not doubt 
its Messianic significance, 

Two chief truths taught in Isaiah 53 
are that Messiah would be a sufferer 
and that His sufferings would be substi- 
tutionary and propitiatory. 

Here it is emphasized that Christ 
would suffer many things. Earlier pas- 
sages in Isaiah had foreseen the glories 
and triumph of the Messiah. Here it is 
shown that His career would not all 
be glory and triumph. He would be 
despised and rejected of men, a man of 
sorrows and acquainted with grief. He 
would be beaten with stripes, oppressed, 
cut off before His time, brought as a 
lamb to the slaughter. 

These sufferings, however, would be 
vicarious or _ substitutionary—in the 
place of others. Look at the chapter 
and observe its repeated emphasis on 
the sufferings of Christ as being for 
others. It is asserted twice in verse 4, 
four times in verse 5, once each in 
verses 6, 8, 10, 11, and 12. Note that in 
the American Standard Version verse 8 
speaks of Christ as “cut off out of the 
land of the living for the transgression 
of my people to whom the stroke was 
due.” Observe also that these vicarious 
sufferings were to be propitiatory, to have 
an atoning significance. Verse 10 speaks 
of God’s making the soul of Christ 
an offering for sin. But offerings for 
sin were made to God with a view. to 
rendering satisfaction for sin and secur- 
ing God’s mercy and favor for the sin- 
ner. So, this remarkable prophecy re- 
Peatedly declares that Messiah would 
be a great sufferer, that His sufferings 
would be in the place of others, and 
would be directed toward God as a sac- 
rifice to atone for the sins of those for 
whom Messiah would die. 

Unbelief, of course, is ready with its 
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objections to the idea of Christ’s suf- 
ferings being vicarious and propitiating. 
It insists that it would be unjust for 
“the penalty of our sins to be visited 
upon another—an innocent one. It ob- 
jects, too, to the idea that God is a 
God of wrath and that He must be pro- 
pitiated by sacrifice. The apostles of 
unbelief say such a view-is more 
heathen than Christian, that a God of 
love could not be wrathful, nor could 
He require the innocent to suffer for 
the guilty. The pressure of such unbe- 
lief has led some scholars to disregard 
the plain teachings of Scripture and 
reject the notion that there is either 
substitution or propitiation in the death 
of our Lord. 

Instead they turn to the Moral Influ- 
ence Theory that views His death as 
the supreme example of self-sacrifice, 
intended to move us to forsake sin, to 
bear our cross, to show a spirit of love 
and self-sacrifice like His. In this view, 
the death of Christ was not directed 
toward God to satisfy His justice and 
His holiness, but was directed toward 
men as an inspiration to unselfish and 
noble living. 

What is to be said to all this? Did 
Christ really die for us to atone for 
our sin, or can men be pardoned upon 
repenting quite apart from any atone- 
ment made for them? Was Calvary just 
a martyr’s death, or was it a Saviour’s 
death? Did Christ die as other noble 
souls have died, in loyalty to high prin- 
ciple, or was there more than that? 
Was He, as Paul teaches, set forth to be 
a propitiation? (Rom. 3:25.) Was He, 
at Calvary, the Lamb of God bearing 
away the sin of the world? 

To all this, Christian faith has a four- 
fold answer. First we say that to rule 
out substitution and propitiation from 
Christ’s death is to fly in the face of 
Holy Scripture. We have already seen 
that Isaiah 53 repeatedly says our Lord 
was to die on behalf of others, in the 
place of others. It speaks of His soul’s 
being made an offering for sin. All this 
is confirmed by the New Testament. 
Christ said He came to give His life a 
ransom for many (Matt. 20:28). He said 
His blood was shed for many for the re- 
mission of sins (Matt. 26:28). The Epis. 
tle to the Hebrews insists that the death 
of Christ was the reality toward which 
the animal sacrifices of the Old Testa- 
ment pointed, abolishing those sacrifices 
by fulfilling them. Twice in his First 
Epistle, John speaks of Christ as the 
propitiation for our sins (2:2 and 4:10). 
Also, in Romans 3:25, 26, Paul declares 
that Christ was set forth by the Father 
as a propitiation, so that in sparing sin- 
ners God might be just, strictly true to 
the demands of justice, not dealing laxly 
with sin and sinners, 


Propitiation means “something that 


causes or enables someone to act merci- 
fully or forgivingly.” 


Since Christ’s 
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death was a propitiation, it was some- 
thing enabling God to be merciful; 
something necessary to make it right 
for Him to forgive sin. Men may ob- 


(Continued on page 381) 








Notes on Open Letters 
“The Life That Wins” 


Recently I found a copy of “The 
Life That Wins,” by Dr. Charles 
Trumbull. This truth is marvelous! 
Then while reading in the April num- 
ber of the Missionary Mandate I learn 
the result of a large-scale distribution 
of the Scriptures in Korean military 
hospitals. Dozens of soldiers heard 
and read the Word of God and were 
soundly converted. Out of this re- 
sponse grew the idea of a Home for 
Disabled Christian Soldiers and 
Homeless Soldiers. “Sung Wha Won 
Home” is now a reality near Pusan. 

I greatly desire to send copies of 
“The Life That Wins” to this home. 
I understand the message has been 
translated into Korean. Has this been 
accomplished? If so, can you advise 
me how to get in touch with the pub- 
lishers? And, about the cost of 100 
copies?—A Pennsylvania reader. 


As many TIMEs readers know, “The 
Life That Wins” is a booklet giving the 
personal testimony of Dr. Charles G. 
Trumbull, former Editor of THe SuNDAY 
Scuoot Times, from 1903 to 1941. He 
tells in his simple, crystal-clear style, 
which was characteristic of him, how 
the Lord brought him out of an up-and- 
down life of struggle and defeat into 


. the victorious life, or life of faith, and 


how he found new peace, joy, and 
power through Christ. It has had a cir- 
culation of hundreds of thousands in 
many languages. The Times regrets 
that it does not know where the Korean 
edition may be obtained. 

A few years ago it was in existence 
in the following languages: Chinese, 
German, Indian (Telegu), Persian 
(Urdu); but the Tres has no specific, 
up-to-date information as to whether it 
is still available in thesé translations. 
It may be obtained as follows: 

In Russian, from the Russian Mission- 
ary Service, 6225 Morton Street, Phila- 
delphia 44. (This Service was founded 
and directed by the late Dr. I. V. 
Neprash, who died suddenly of a heart 
attack on April 13. Mrs. Neprash still 
has a limited number of copies in Rus- 
sian which she will give free in small 
quantities to those who will use them 
carefully.) 

Tagalog and Cebuano, Philippine 
Islands, from the Overseas Missionary 
Fellowship, P. O. Box 2217, 1625 Penn- 
sylvania Avenue, Manila, P, I. 

English—5 cents each, 35 cents a 
dozen, $2.50 per hundred, $25 per thou- 
sand; from The Sunday School Times 
Co., 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, 
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Are the Children All Safe? 


A mother’s thoughts when a village schoolhouse 


burned to the ground 


winter, a pleasant day for that win- 
ter, which had been unusually 
severe. I had done a big washing dur- 
ing the morning, so decided after lunch 
that I could enjoy a well-earned rest 
while the children were still at school. 

My book and the soft hum of the 
coal stoker made me drowsy, and I 
slept. It was nearly three o’clock when 
I wakened to answer a knock at the 
door. Helen, with her two little toddlers, 
had come to call. 

We stripped the snow suits off the two 
tots, and were preparing to put the 
kettle on ta boil while we visited, when 
the clear, frosty air was rent by the 
wail of the fire siren. We listened for 
a moment before dashing out onto the 
front porch to try to locate the fire. 

In our small village of two or three 
hundred people every fire is of interest 
and concern to all. Our fire® brigade 
consists of every able-bodied man and 
teen-ager who can possibly get to the 
scene of the fire. Everyone is anxious 
to help, and only the small children or 
the aged ones keep the women from 
being out in full force along with their 
men folks. 


is WAS a quiet, balmy day in mid- 


UR house, being near the southern- 
most boundary of the village, com- 
manded a fairly good view of the vil- 
lage itself. We looked east first, toward 
Helen’s house. There we found no 
smoke or commotion so turned our eyes 
gradually northward in search of smoke. 
We didn’t have far to look! The next 
building to meet our eyes was the six- 
room village schoolhouse, and as our 
eyes passed rapidly over the building 
we gasped. The principal’s office, right 
over the big main entrance, was on fire. 
Momentarily paralyzed with a sick- 
ening fear, we stood and watched in 
fascination as the flames rolled and 
billowed within the room. 

Suddenly, as one coming out of a 
trance, I said: “@ne of us had better 
go and see if the children are all out. 
You go.” 

Helen, for a moment, looked blank, 
then quickly threw her parka over her 
shoulders and ran toward the building, 


from which now the smoke was pouring 


in clouds. 

As we gazed at the flames we 
saw the bright colors of the jackets 
and caps of the children as they ran 
out of the front entrance under the 
wall of fire. Some of the children were 
safely out; but were all of the one hun- 
dred village and country children safe? 


Were my four out? Were Helen’s two 
safe? And what of all the others? 

Helen would soon know, but I must 
wait to find out. 

Philip, my older son, came home for 
coats for himself and his younger sister, 
and he assured me that everyone was 
out. Or did he? I still fretted rest- 
lessly. 

A neighbor lady passed, and returned 
with her two daughters. She said, “Yes, 
they’re all out.” But still I was not 
satisfied. 

Where was Helen? I would not be 
content until she returned with all our 
children. 


WAS preparing to put on my coat and 

leave the two toddlers for a quick 
run up to the school, when Helen re- 
turned. With her she had her two, and 
my two boys. She had seen our teen- 
age daughter, and had been told that 
Linda, eight years old, was at the house 
of a friend, Barbara, who lived next to 
the school. 

Somehow I couldn’t rest satisfied. She 
hadn’t seen Linda. She only repeated 
what someone had told her. I needed 
more concrete evidence that Linda was 
safe, 

Helen sensed my restlessness and said, 
“Do you want to go up for a while?” 

“Yes,” I answered urgently, “I'd like 
to locate Linda.” 

Quickly we put on coats and, leaving 
the older children in charge of the 
babies, we hurried the half block to 
the schoo] corner where we joined the 
crowd. The fire was spreading rapidly 
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Youngstown, Alta., Can., village school fire 


By OLIVE W. MUMERT 


through the frame building, and all 
hope of saving any part of it was 
quickly abandoned. 

“Wouldn't it be horrible,” I thought, 
“if even one child had been missed and 
trapped in that inferno! Hell must be 
something like that.” I shuddered at 
the thought. 

My thoughts forced me on, and I hur- 
ried Helen toward Barbara’s house. My 
mind’s eye pictured Linda’s dark eyes 
glowing and sparkling above her wide 
mouth with its upswept corners. She did 
have her sulky spells, but usually she 
was too busy for moodiness, and she was 
cuddly as a kitten. I refused to dwell 
on the picture of those same eyes trans- 
fixed with horror and agony. 

I must find her, but Helen was hard 
to hurry. It was like running an ob- 
stacle race to try to get through the ex- 
cited groups of onlookers without stop- 
ping to talk. 


INALLY the block facing the school 

building had been traversed and we 
were nearing Barbara’s house at last. 
Only .a half block more to go! It was 
then that we met them, Barbara and 
Linda’s teacher., 

“Where’s Linda?” I asked eagerly, 
looking first at Barbara, then seeing 
her blank look, at Linda’s teacher. 

“T haven’t seen her,” said Barbara. 

“But she was supposed to be at your 
place,” I said, looking questioningly now 
at the teacher. ‘Where is she?” 

She seemed to be searching her mind 
for a clue to Linda’s whereabouts, and 
her eyes looked strained as she an- 
swered, “I don’t just know where she 
is, but I remember sending her tsome- 
where to get warm.” 

Could she possibly have been trapped 
in that blazing building? As I con- 
tinued to ask if Linda had been seen 
by anyone the answer was “No.” Ap- 
parently she had not been seen since 
immediately after the exit had been 
made. Could she have, by any chance, 
run back into the building to rescue 
her coat or some other prized posses- 
sion? The thought brought chilling 
agony to my heart. 

Had death come, and snatched her 
away from us? Had God claimed His 
own? 

Death to Linda, who had received the 
Lord Jesus Christ as her Saviour, would 
be but the passing from time into eter- 
nity, there to dwell forever with her 
Lord in His heavenly Home. So often, 
as a little tot, she had asked wistfully: 
“Mummy, when is Jesus going to come 











380 (4) 


for us? I wish He would hurry up and 
take us to Heaven.” 

For her, I knew full well, it would 
be far better, but our home would be 
empty without her lively chatter and 
busybody ways. To us her departure 
would bring heartache and a sense of 
deep loss, but we believe that all 
things work together for our good 
according to the will of God. Was this, 
then, to be one of those “all things” 
which seem so hard for us to accept? 


Suddenly from a newcomer, a little 
girl in Linda’s class, came a different 
answer. “Linda’s at our house,” she 
said. “Mummy took her in to get warm 
because she lost her coat. Here she 
comes now.” 


I went limp with relief as I turned 
to her house which stood immediately 
behind us. There, coming toward us, 
was Linda, her small strained face, with 
its pert nose, framed by an old ragged, 
fur-trimmed parka. 

She had never appeared more beau- 
tiful to my eyes than she did at that 
moment. “God has been good to us all!” 
I thought as I crushed my little shiver- 
ing daughter in my arms. 

Yes, God had been good to us. Al- 
though the six-room school was re- 
duced to ashes in little over an hour, 


not one person was hurt, not one life 


lost. Inconvenience and loss of prop- 
erty resulted, but what a heartbreak it 
would have been if even one had per- 
ished in that fiery furnace! 


Yet, each day, each moment, souls 
are going out of this world into a lost 
eternity, into hell, into the lake of fire. 
If the fiery death of a child in a burning 
building can move us to pity, and to 
tears, how much more should we be 
moved by the realization that souls 
without Christ are going out into end- 
less torment. 

“The wicked shall be turned into hell, 
and all the nations that forget God” 
(Psa, 9:17). “And whosoever was not 
found written in the book of life was 
cast into the lake of fire” (Rev. 20:15); 
“.. and shall be tormented day and 
night for ever and ever” (20:10). 

Has the realization of this fact ever 
reached your heart? Do you really be- 
lieve it? God’s Word declares it, so it 
must be true. Are you willing to ac- 
cept it as truth? If so, then you will 
surely be moved to do something 
about it. 

What can you and I do about it? 

The Lord Jesus said, “Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature” (Mark 16:15). 

It. is true, we are not all called to 
go-to the lands of heathen darkness, but 
we are all called to preach the Gospel. 
We are not all gifted orators, but we 
can all proclaim the love and mercy of 
God by the words we speak, though 
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they be but faltering ones. We cannot 
all sing His praises so as to attract 
others to Him, but we can all live to 
show forth His praises, His righteous- 
ness, thus attracting others to Him. We 
cannot all shine afar, but we can all be 
little lights, shining brightly in the cor- 
ner of His vineyard where He has 
placed us. We may not all move others 
to tears and repentance by the fervor 
of our public prayers, but we can all 
pray in the secret place and have power 
with God over the powers of darkness. 
Do you honestly believe that all out- 
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side of Christ, all who do not now ac- 
cept Him as Saviour, will go out into a lost 
eternity, without hope and without God? 
Do you really believe that the time is 
short? If you do, then you will be do- 
ing something about it. 

Now is the time .to act. Now, the 
time to pray, to speak, to live, and to 
shine for Him. Whatever your agg, 
whatever your capabilities, now is the 
time to use all you are and all you 
have to win others for the Lord. Are 
you doing it? 

Youncstown, AttTa., CAN. 


The Value of the Chinese Phonetic Bible 


What it means in getting the Word to millions of Chinese 


ANY Christians in this and other 

lands have long and eagerly been 
looking forward to a wider circulation 
of the whole Bible in the Chinese Pho- 
netic. It ig reported that only twenty 
per cent of China’s six hundred mil- 
lions can read the original Chinese 
writing because of its great difficulty, 
while the Phonetic can be learned 
easily even by the illiterate in the short 
time of eight weeks or less. So im- 
portant do the Communists consider the 
dissemination of their literature among 
the Chinese, both inside and outside of 
Red China, that they have made it com- 
pulsory for every man, woman,, and 
child to learn to read the Phonetic. 

Miss Mary A. Leaman, for many years 
missionary in China, spent eleven years 
translating the whole Bible into the 
Phonetic, doing most of the work at 
night because of other missionary 
duties. The first publication of this 
important work was made in China in 
1941, while Miss Leaman was still there. 
This edition has long since been ex- 
hausted, and the plates presumably de- 
stroyed by the Communists. 

Dr. Frank C. Laubach, President of 
World Literacy Committee, Inc., re- 
cently has said: “It seems to me that 
every Chinese Bible should now be pub- 
lished with the Chinese Phonetic alpha- 
bet, which was first introduced by the 
Chinese National Government and is 
now being taught all over China. It 
is always important to print what peo- 
ple are learning to read. For this rea- 
son I very much like the arrangement 
of Chinese. Phonetic and Character in 
parallel columns, with the Phonetic 
large and clear for new readers. I very 
much hope that the whole Bible will 
soon be reprinted so that everybody 
will be able to get it. 

“If the educated Chinese as well as 
missionaries will co-operate, China will 
very rapidly become a literate ‘nation.” 

Dr. Laubach:considers that “the work 


By LAURA Z. LeFEVRE 


of the American Bible Society in get- 
ting Bibles to new literates is the 
world’s top investment, in God’s sight.” 
For some years the American Bible 
Society has been considering adding 
the Chinese Phonetic to their long list 
of editions of the Word of' God in native 
dialects; Many are praying that this 
may soon be done. 

A traveler in the Far East met an old 
Chinese pastor who had escaped from 
the Communists to the Island of Que- 
moy, where he is the only Protestant 
preacher. Asked by the traveler what 
he needed, he said, “Bibles! Bibles!” 
From Formosa comes, more and more, 
the call for Phonetic Bibles to be used 
among women prisoners and the moun- 
tain tribespeople. A _ pastor writes, 
“Our church members gather together 
in the church to read the Word of God 
at 6.30 every morning but Sunday, but 
we don’t have enough Bibles.” An- 
other consecrated servant of the Lord 
wrote: “Surely the time has come and 
we need Phonetic Bibles now—any 
number you can send us.” 

Now comes the heartening word that 
the Bible Society has agreed to under- 
take an edition of the Kuoyu-Phonetic 
Bible, provided the special funds be 
secured to cover the cost of publication. 
Estimates are now being made on the 
printing costs for this special edition. 
God’s people are urged to pray most 
earnestly that this tremendously needed 
work may go forward without further 
delay. It will mean giving the Word 
of God to millions of Chinese who 
otherwise may never know the true 
God and the so-great salvation that He 
has provided. 

Should further information be de- 
sired, kindly contact the Chinese Pho- 
netic Promotion Committee, Inc., c/o 
Miss Christiana Tsai, Treasurer, and 
Miss Mary A. Leaman, Leaman Place, 
Paradise P.O., Lancaster Co., Pa, 


LANCASTER, Pa, 
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Calvary in Messianic Prophecy 
(Continued from second page) 


ject to this, but it is in the New Testa- 
ment and the believer takes the teach- 
ings of God’s Word as a safer guide 
than the reasonings of sinful men. 

Having said these things, faith then 
insists there is nothing here remotely 
resembling pagan notions of appeasing 
vindictive gods. Heathen superstition 
sees in man’s troubles the vindictiveness 
of angry gods to whom sacrifice must 
be’made in the hope of appeasing them 
and securing their favor. But the pro- 
pitiatory sacrifice of our Lord is as far 
from that as light is from darkness. 

In the first place, God’s wrath is holy 
wrath. There is nothing vindictive, 
petty, spiteful, capricious, unjust, or 
arbitrary in God’s wrath against sin. 
Anger in God is not bad temper, not 
ungoverned rage, but is the “inevitable 
antagonism of holiness to sin.” God 
would not be good if He were not sin’s 
enemy. His righteous antagonism to all 
wrong grows out of His perfection of 
character, it is even part of His love. 
True, the idea of propitiating God in- 
volves the idea of His wrath. But a 
God of holy wrath against evil is the 
sort of God the Bible reveals; He is 
the sort of God the universe needs, too, 
if wrongs are to be righted, if right is 
to triumph and final justice is to pre- 
vail. The Bible does not hesitate to 
speak of wrath in God; nor need we, as 
long as we make it plain that His is a 
holy wrath, a necessary reaction of 
holiness to evil. There is nothing here 
resembling the anger of the gods the 
heathen seek to propitiate. 

See yet another point of difference. 
When the heathen offers a sacrifice to 
appease his god, it is man that provides 
and makes the sacrifice. But in the 
Gospel the holy God, who must be pro- 
pitiated, is also the One who propitiates. 
God’s justice demands propitiation and 
His love provides it in the gift of His 
Son to be our Saviour. And note fur- 
ther that, in this great act of atonement, 
God the Father and Christ the Son are 
One. The Father gives the Son at great 
sacrifice and the Son willingly goes to 
the cross, Of the giving of His life He 
said, “I lay it down of myself.” All was 
voluntary. The only compulsi was 
the constraint of love for His Father 
and love for sinners, There was no un- 
just compulsion of an unwilling and in- 
nocent victim. “God was in Christ, rec- 
onciling the world unto himself” (2 Cor. 
5:19). Father and Son were in perfect 
harmony. Both shared in the sacrifice. 
The Son bore our sins, bit the Father 
gave the Son. There was not only a 
cross on Calvary, there was a cross in 
the heart of the Father. 


Amazing love! how can it be 
That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 
—Charles Wesleu. 
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But besides pointing to the Scriptural- 
ness of the atoning work of Christ and 
its utter contrast to pagan concepts, 
Christian faith triumphantly points to 
the grand results of Calvary’s sacrifice 
as showing it to be of God. 

First be it said that the atonement 
wrought on Calvary satisfied both God 
and man, That it satisfies God is plain 
from the fact that on the ground of that 
sacrifice God offers pardon and full sal- 
vation to all who repent and trust them- 
selves to His Son as their Saviour. So 
well pleased is God with the atoning 
work of Christ, so completely does it 
meet all the requirements of God's holi- 
ness and love, that now the Gospel is 
proclaimed: “By him [Christ] all that 
believe are justified from all things” 
(Acts 13:39). 

But this great atonement satisfies 
man, too. Once a man is convicted 
deeply of his sin by the Holy Spirit, 
only at the cross does he find peace 
with God and peace with himself, the 
peace of a pacified conscience. Thou- 
sands of Hindus devote themselves to 
the search for pardon and peace with- 


out finding it in Hinduism. But when - 


the convicted sinner hears the Gospel 
and looks away from self to Christ, be- 
lieving God’s promise of free, full par- 
don for all who trust His Son, then the 
peace of assured forgiveness and the 
ensuing rest of conscience are enjoyed. 
The awakened conscience that fails to 
find rest anywhere else finds it in the 
sacrifice of Christ personally appropri- 
ated. That atoning work satisfies both 
the holiness of God and the conscience 
of the convicted’ sinner. So it is that 
God rests and the believer, too, rests 
in the finished work of Christ. 
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Finally, as to the results of Calvary’s 
sacrifice, we say this great atonement 
makes for moral amendment and in- 
spires the truest devotion to God in 
those who heartily receive it. Every- 
where in the New Testament Epistles 
it is shown that a life of uprightness 
and of consecration to God is the proper 
fruit of a saving faith in Christ cruci- 
fied. And in the great characters of 
the early church and its lesser saints, 
too, the good life is seen to follow as 
the fruit of divine pardon and the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. Though the Moral 
Influence Theory of the atonement is 


’ inadequate, Christ’s death does have a 


profound moral influence on true Chris- 
tians. It moves them to say, 
Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my soul, my life, my all, 
and to live accordingly. Therefore, to 
deny that Christ died for us to atone 
for our sins is to lose the highest glory 
of the Gospel, to remove its very heart, 
and to cut off Christian devotion at its 
root. But to receive the Lord Jesus in 
His atoning sacrifice and to lose the 
burden of our sin and guilt is to love 
the One who died for us and to put the 
reins of life into His hands. 

Years I spent in vanity and pride, 
Caring not my Lord was crucified, 


Knowing not it was for me He died 
On Calvary. 


By God's Word at last my sin I learned; 
Then I trembled at the law I'd spurned, 
Till my guilty soul imploring turned 

To Calvary. 


Now I’ve giv'n to Jesus everything, 
Now I gladly own Him as my King, 
Now my raptured soul can only sing 
Of Calvary. 
—Wm. R. Newell. 


A Mother's Concern Starts a Sunday School 
And some prospective teachers get their eyes—and hearts—opened 


N A rural district, where there was 

no church or Sunday school, a 
mother became greatly concerned about 
her children. She called a few other 
mothers together, to see what could be 
done. They decided to go and see a 
minister in the nearest town, fifteen 
miles distant, and ask his advice. 

The minister received them kindly, 
and promised to get some of his church 
people to meet and discuss the matter. 
A few weeks later he visited Mrs. J—, 
the mother who was so concerned, and 
said to her: 

“Now, we have secured a fine Chris- 
tian man and two teachers who are 
willing to come out here every Sunday 
afternoon, and help to get a Sunday 
school going. You have secured a place 
to meet, but, tell me, can you provide 
two or three more teachers?” 


By SARA SHIELDS 


“Oh,” replied Mrs. J—— happily, 
“that will be easy. Now we have some- 
one to back us. I myself am willing to 
teach, and .I’m, sure of two more 
mothers.” 

The minister looked at the woman and 
said, “Mrs. J——, tell me, are you a 
Chrisfian?” 

Mrs. J—— was startled,” but she re- 
plied, “Why, of course I’m a Christian! 
Aren’t we all?” 

“I mean,” said the minister, “are you 
born again?” 

“Gracious,” was the answer, “what- 
ever do you mean?” Then she added, 
“Mr. ——, don’t you think that the fact 
that I’m so anxious to get a Sunday 
school started in this place, where chil- 
dren are growing up without any re- 

(Continued on.page 394) 
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latest report of the American Bible 

Society reveals that some part of 
the Bible has now been published in 1,109 
languages; the’ entire Bible has been 
issued in 210 different languages, and 
the whole of the New Testament in 271 
languages. Last year three complete 
Bibles were published for the first time 
in the following languages: Bemba, 
spoken in North Rhodesia; Nimbi Ijo in 
Nigeria, and Marovo for use in the Solo- 
mon Islands. 

“Nine whole New Testaments were 
published for the first time, three of 
these being issued by the American 
Bible Society: Kuskokwim Eskimo for 
a group in Alaska; the Navaho New 
Testament for this group of Indians in 
the southwestern part of the United 
States; and the Tzeltal New Testament, 
one of the many languages spoken in 
Mexico. 


Tis Word in Many Tongues.—The 


“Other Testaments to appear for the ~ 


first time were: Aranda (Australia); 
two Testaments for use in New Guinea, 


Manus Island (Admiralty Islands) and . 


Suau (Daui); three for use in Africa: 
Mende (Sierra Leone), Nantcheri 
(French West Africa), and Congo Swa- 
hili, spoken in the Belgian Congo. This 
is a new language. 

“There are some 80 or more languages 
in which short passages or collections 
of passages have been published, but in 
which no complete book of the Bible 
has appeared.” 


Oriental Religions in the U.S.A.— 
While it is not large, there is a grow- 
ing infiltration into our country of some 
of the major Oriental religions, which 
of course have no Saviour and no sal- 
vation, and which can only be the 
means of deceiving men and women in 
these last days—in a land where the 
Gospel has been preached for three cen- 
turies! There are now in existence in 
the United States forty-nine Buddhist 
congregations, with a total membership 
of sixty-three thousand. Let us not for- 
get that the Buddhist catechism says, 
“Buddhism teaches perfect goodness 
and wisdonf without a personal God; 
the highe$t knowledge without a reve- 
jation; continued existence without an 
immortal soul; the possibility of re- 
demption without a vicarious redeemer; 
a salvation in which everyone is his 
own saviour.” 

The New York Times for April 1 
carries an article entitled, “Moslem 
Prayer Call May Ring in Washington,” 
which describes plans for a new mosque 
soon to be opened in that city on Massa- 


. chusetts Avenue, not far from many of 


the national government office build- 
ings. There are approximately 75,000 
Moslems in our country, and, says the 
article, many of these “scattered across 
the country will come to Washington to 
worship amid the splendors of the new 
mosque during the month of April.” 
This period of fasting and prayer is 
known as Ramadan. There are other 
mosques in North America, but no other 
with a minaret. Dr. Bisar, Professor of 
Theology and Philosophy on loan from 
the largest Mohammedan university in 
the world, Al Azhar in Cairo, directs this 
center. 


Billy Graham at Yale—The Yale 
Alumni Magazine for March, 1957, car- 
ries an interesting article by Mr. Ger- 
ald Jones, a senior student at Yale, en- 
titled “Undergraduate View,” a report 
on Dr. Graham’s recent visit to the 
campus of that university. While the 
article is not sympathetic, and certainly 
is not written by one who would count 
himself an evangelical, a position lead- 
ing him to take a low view of the sig- 
nificance of the conversions that occur- 
red, the writer does admit that whatever 
one thought of Graham’s, visit; no one 
“least of all this correspondent could 
deny that the serious conversation was 
a welcome stumble in the right direc- 
tion.” His concluding paragraph is in 
itself revealing: 

“Very few people were able to resist 
the charm of the man’s personality. To 
most who met him at close quarters 
—and his Herculean round of discus- 
sions, dinners, and coffee talks made 
this a not-too-exclusive circle—he was a 
sincere man, one who believed his mes- 
sage, could defend it by Scripture when 
challenged, and relied on ‘faith alone’ 
when Scripture itself was challenged. 
He has been, if not everywhere in the 
world, at least to most places, and 
talked to all kinds of people, and done 
many things. Yet he was accurately 
described by a faculty member as an 
‘innocent.’ The fact that a man with 
such wide and varied experience could 
remain an ‘innocent’ makes him, and the 
message which he endeavors to embody, 
that much more interesting.” 


What Must the Harvest Be?—Of the 
divinity schools identified with the two 
great Eastern universities, Harvard and 
Yale, it has been commonly recognized 
that the more liberal by far was that 
at Harvard, where for over a quarter 
century (1929-1954) the Professor of 
Theology, Dr. J. A. C. F. Auer, often 
declared that he did not even believe 


By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 


in a God. Most of us believed that the 
tradition at Yale was far more con- 
servative, at least during the past fifty 
years. However, a new work by Dr. 
Roland H. Bainton, Professor of Ecclesi. 


* astical History at Yale Divinity School, 


“Yale and the Ministry” (Harper, 1957), 
reveals a situation in relation to Chris- 
tian truth existing there up until the 
last few years that I must confess took 
me quite by surprise. 

Some of the giants of orthodoxy 
taught at Yale Divinity School in the 
nineteenth century—the two Timothy 
Dwights, father and son; Noah Porter; 
Samuel Hopkins; Samuel Harris; and 
George P. Fisher—but as the twentieth 
century opened there was a mysterious 
shift to what might be called a decided 
left in theological position. Perhaps 
the most influential man in the school 
during the half century was Dr. Charles 
R. Brown, who served as dean from 
1911 to 1928. Dean Brown was per- 
suaded by Professors Bacon and Porter 
to doubt the Virgin Birth, and when 
asked what he believed concerning this 
sacred truth replied, “What do I believe 
about the Virgin Birth? Exactly what 
the Apostle Paul believed. And what 
did he believe?, He never mentioned it.” 
The second most famous professor, and 
a more profound thinker than Brown, 
was Dr. Douglas Clyde Macintosh, who 
taught at Yale from 1909 to 1942. When 
asked the question, “Without continued 
belief in the historical Jesus, would 
Christianity collapse?” Dr. Macintosh 
replied, “No . . . the disproving or ren- 
dering seriously doubtful of the his- 
toricity of Jesus would not mean the 
disappearance of any essential content 
from the Christian religion.” He fur- 
ther affirmed, “The Jesus of Christian 
tradition must die.” (I am here quot- 
ing from an article by Macintosh in the 
American Journal Of Theology, and 
from his book, “The Pilgrimage of 
Faith” (p. 267). 

Another professor who exercised 
marleqd influence in Biblical interpre- 
tation was Dr. Benjamin W. Bacon, a 
member of faculty from 1896 to 1931. 
Bacon insisted in his many writings 
that Jesus was self-deceived, that He 
had no intention originally of going to 
the cross, that He believed God would 
intervene at that time to bring about 
a Messianic Kingdom, etc. His atti- 
tude to the Gospel records is evidenced 
in his frequent treatment of the miracle 
of the feeding of the five thousand, in 
which he promulgates the view now 
often set forth in Sunday school quar- 
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terlies, that some in the throng had 
forgotten to bring food and “by an ex- 
ample of generosity Jesus induced those 
who had remembered their lunches to 
share with the others, and thus all were 
fed.” 

Dr. Frank C. Porter, who taught at 
Yale from 1889 to 1927, believed that 
the Christology of St. Paul was mythi- 
cal. Regarding the historicity of Christ 
as set forth in the Gospels, he declared, 
“We assent to the truth,,and would 
assent to it no less if the picture were 
proved fiction and not fact,” moreover, 
the universal in Christianity does not 
depend upon the truth that Christ died 
for Our sins, but upon the ethical ap- 
propriation of this sacrifice, so that 
“Jesus becomes the prototype in all re- 
spects of the Christian who can aspire 
to enter into every experience of his 
Lord,” and thus we all become minia- 
ture saviors. 

Dr. E. Hershey Sneath, at Yale from 
1912-1923, in his booklet, “Shall We 
Have a Creed?” declared that in place 
of the Athanasian Creed, he would sub- 
stitute the following: “I believe in 
Jesus’ conception of God as righteous 
Father. I believe in Jesus’ conception 
of the law of love. I believe in Jesus’ 
conception of the immortality of the 
righteous soul.” This of course denies 
the great factors in the supernatural- 
ness and uniqueness of Christ. 


It will not be known until our works 
are judged by.Christ what disastrous 
results followed in the lives and minis- 
tries of men who studied under some 
of these professors. By 1954, Yale Di- 
vinity Schoo] had conferred 372 Ph.D. 
degrees in Religion, Religious Educa- 
tion, and cognate fields. Dr. Bainton 
says: “Of this number, thirty-five were 
college presidents and deans, one hun- 
dred and twenty-eight were college 
teachers, four were preparatory school- 
teachers, fifteen were presidents or 
deans of theological seminaries, seventy 
were teaching in theological seminaries, 
thirteen were college chaplains, thirty- 
four were executives of denominational 
or interdenominational organizations.” 
Elsewhere he remarks: “The alumni 
rolls include the names of the last 
Moderator of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.; the principal executive officers of 
the American Baptist Convention and 
the International Conventign of the 
Disciples of Christ; the General Secre- 
tary of the National Council of 
Churches,” etc. Indeed, as the author 
aptly points out, Yale graduates “have 
been active as sponsors, chairmen, in- 
stigators, and architects of such bodies 
as the American Northern Baptist Con- 
vention, the Federal Council of 
Churches, the National Council of 
Churches, the International Council of 
Religious Education, the World Sunday. 
School Association, and the Committee 
of the Revised Standard Version of the 
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Bible.” Is it to be wondered at that 
the first half of the twentieth century 
witnesses such tragic advances of mod- 
ernism in the Protestant Church? 


In all fairness to Yale Divinity School, 
it must be added that there has been 
a definite movement to the right in 
theological position. There is far more 
confidence in the Word of God there 
today than there was a quarter cen- 
tury ago. However, the seeds of the 
modernistic attitude toward the Scrip- 
tures, and the liberalization of the “gos- 
ple of Jesus” continue to bear fruit 
long after these men have passed away. 


Mrs. Isobel Kuhn, a devoted servant 
of God, recently passed away. For 
many years Mr, and Mrs, Kuhn labored 
among the Lisu tribes under the China 
Inland Mission. She was one of the 
most gifted writers of that unusually 
gifted group of missionary authors for 
which the China Inland Mission has 
been famous. Though her first book, 
“Precious Things of the Lasting Hills,” 
has been out of print for some time, two 
later volumes, “Nests Above the Abyss” 
and “Stones of Fire,” are available 
through the China Inland Mission. In 
1956 Moody Press issued her last work, 
“Ascent to the Tribes.” Their daughter, 
Mrs. Don Rulison, is at the present time 
working among the Miao tribe of North 
Thailand. 


Roman Catholic Infiltration in Public 
Schools.—For accurate information on 
the *question of government support 
for sectarian schools, which involves 
the problem of state funds being used 
for the support of Catholic schools, I 
should like to suggest a brochure of 
almost fifty double-column. pages, the 
December, 1956, issue of th® Research 
Bulletin of the National Education As- 
sociation of the United States, located 
at 1201 Sixteenth St., N.W., Washing- 
ton, D. C. (50 cents a copy). 

As far as I could judge, this compila- 
tion of statistics, with extended dis- 
cussion of the legal cases that have 
arisen from this problem, is unbiased. 
I did not know previously that the Su- 
preme Court of the United States has 
never ruled directly on the validity of 
Bible reading in the public schools. 
Some of thé information set forth here, 
necessarily factual, is rather alarming. 
May I quote one paragraph to illustrate: 

“In a number of New Mexico schools 
religious classes were held during school 
hours, Catholic literature was distrib- 
uted, prayers were said, Catholic pic- 
tures were on the walls, and the teach- 
ers were members of religious orders. 
The state board of education adopted 
two sets of free books, one containing 
religious education for Catholic schools. 
Assignment of members of religious or- 
ders to the schools was made by the 
Orders and accepted by school boards 
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without question. Transfers and sub- 
stitutions in the teaching and adminis- 
trative staffs were also made by the 
church. ‘In short,’ said the court, ‘New 
Mexico had a Roman Catholic school 
system supported by public funds 
within its public school system.’” 


Gideons International, an association 
of Christian businessmen, began dis- 
tributing (in a small hotel in Iron 
Mountain, Mont.) in 1908. In the last 
forty-nine years, this remarkable body 
of men has distributed 4,612,185 com- 
plete Bibles, over 14,000,000 Testaments 
to men and women in the armed forces, 
and millions of Scriptures in hospitals, 
penal institutions, trains, ships, etc., and 
especially in hotels. The total number 
of Bibles and Testaments distributed 
during this period is 34,836,228. I know 
of no Christian laymen’s organization 
of the last half century that has done 
as much for the dissemination of the 
Gospel and the distribution of the Word 
of God as Gideons International. 


Religious Liberty in Russia.—Upon 
his return from a trip to Russia, Dr. 
Freed of International Evangelism has 
reported that in Moscow, a city of six 
million people, there is one Protestant 
church (Baptist), one Jewish synagogue, 
and one Roman Catholic church. At 
the Baptist church, people were often 
asked not to attend more than one serv- 
ice because the auditorium was so 
crowded. Approximately 2,200 were 
present the morning that Dr, Freed 
spoke, the majority being older women. 
One lady earnestly requested, “Be sure 
to preach Christ. Don’t talk about any- 
thing else. The people love to hear 
about the Lord Jesus Christ but are 
not interested in other things.” Dr. 
Freed comments: “My judgment is that 
generally speaking there is more re- 
ligious liberty and tolerance in Russia 
than we think. There is a tremendous 
opportunity to reaeh these people. The 
sad part, though, is that almost all the 
young people are atheists. The faces 
at all the,\meetings are not young faces 
but those of older people, primarily 
women.” . 


Inter-Varsity Evangelistic Missions.— 
The Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship, 
represented on more than six hundred 
college campuses and nursing schools, 
has just completed extensive evangelis- 
tic missions in the universities of Ili- 
nois, Michigan, and Harvard, in which 
the gifted Church of England, clergy- 
man, the Rev. John R. W. Stott of All 
Souls (Lampham Place, London), spoke 
with great effectiveness, as one would 
expect who has ever heard a message 
from his lips. The meetings at Har- 
vard averaged 200 in attendance, at 
Michigan, 400, and at Illinois, 500. On 
each campus, in addition to many re- 
newals of fellowship, there were from 


30 to 60 professio f faith. 
ce TIDWELL BIBLE. LISRARY, 
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LESSON 8. MAY 26. A MAN OF PEACE IN A WORLD OF STRIFE 


Genesis 26:1-5, 12-33; printed text, verses 17-29 . 
Golden Text.—Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.—Matt. 5:9 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Gen. 26:17 And Isaac departed thence, and pitched his 
tent in the valley of Gerar, and dwelt there. 

18 And Isaac digged again the wells of water, which they 
had digged in the days of Abraham his father; for the 
Philistines had stopped them after the death of Abraham: 
and he called their names after the names by which his 
father had called them. 

19 And Isaac’s servants digged in the valley, and found 
there a well of springing water. 

20 And the herdmen of Gerar did strive with Isaac’s herd- 
men, saying, The water is our’s: and he called the name of 
the well Esek; because they strove with him. 

21 And they digged another well, and strove for that 
also: and he called the name of it Sitnah. 

22 And ffe removed from thence, and digged another well; 
and for that they strove not: and he called the name of it 
Rehoboth; and he said, For now the Lorp hath made room 
for us, and we shall be fruitful in the land. 

23 And he went up from thence to Beer-sheba. 


said, I am the God of Abraham thy father: fear not, for 
I am with thee, and will bless thee, and multiply thy seed 
for my servant Abraham’s sake. 

25 And he builded an altar there, and called upon the 
name of the Lorp, and pitched his tent there: and there 
Isaac’s servants digged a well. 

26 Then Abimelech went to him from Gerar, and Ahuz- 
zath one of his friends, and Phichol the chief captain of 
his army. J 

27 And Isaac said unto them, Wherefore come ye to me, 
seeing ye hate me, and have sent me away from you? 

28 And they said, We saw certainly that the Lorp was 
with thee: and we said, Let there be now an oath betwixt 
us, even betwixt us and thee, and let us make a covenant 
with thee; 

29 That thou wilt do us no hurt, as we have not touched 
thee, and as we have done unto thee nothing but good, and 
have sent thee away in peace: thou art now the blessed of 
the Lorp. 
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24 And the Lorp appeared unto him the same night, and 


The Lesson asa Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. , 


Approach to the Lesson 

SAAC stands in the place of a bridge 

between Abraham, the father of the 

Hebrew nation, and Jacob, the 
father of the tribes. In many respects 
he is a real contrast to both of them. 
He is not a giant like Abraham, and he 
is not a schemer like Jacob. He is a 
good man to carry on what has been 
established, but is not a great initiator. 
His faith lacks the daring of his father’s 
faith, but it is not -vitiated with deceit 
and cunning like his son Jacob. It is 
true that he lied about his wife, but 
he was not a skillful liar and he was 
soon found out. So little guile was 
there in Isaac that his cunning wife and 
his equally cunning son, Jacob, could 
easily deceive him. He was unsuspect- 
ing and became the victim of their 
schemes. The chief thing about Isaac 
is that he was the son of the covenant 
and God confirmed the covenant to him, 
and despite his frailties fulfilled the di- 
vine purposes through him. A man of 
peace, he has set us an example of 
enduring personal wrongs and trusting 
God to see him through. 


Verse by Verse 

Gen. 26:17.—“And Isaac. . 
his tent in the valley of Gerar... 
See verses 6, 16. The departure was 
from the city of Gerar to the valley 
of Gerar. A city included the immedi- 


. pitched 


ate surroundings, where herds and 
flocks were kept (v. 14). 

Verse 18.—“. . . digged again the wells 
of water ... of Abraham his father; 
for the Philistines had stopped them 
.. 2 This was a hostile act on the part 
of the Philistines, expressive of their 
resentment at the presence of Isaac and 
his company. Isaac’s reopening of the 
wells under their former names was 
tantamounf to a claim of possession. 

Verse 19.—“And Isaac’s servants ... 
found there a well of springing water.” 
Whether this was a new well or one of 
those mentioned in verse 18 is uncertain. 
Verses 19-22 may be the detailed story 
of what is briefly stated in verse i8, 

Verse 20.—‘And the herdmen of Gertr 
did strive ... The water is our’s... 
Esek .. .” These herdsmen were prob- 
ably servants of Abimelech, carrying out 
their master’s wish, if not his definite 
instructions. Isaac probably cailed the 
wells by their former names (v. 18), 


and then gave them other names grow- © 


ing out of the strife with his adver- 
saries. Esek signifies contention. 

Verse 21—“And they digged another 
... and strove ...and he called... 
it Sitnah.” The same story repeated. 
Sitnah means “enmity.” 

Verse 22.—“. .. digged another well 
... they strove not ... Rehoboth... 
the Lord hath made room ...” This 
time Isaac was left unmolested, so he 
gave the additional name of Rehoboth 
(broad places, or room) to the undis- 
puted well. 


Verse 23.—“And he went... to Beer- 
sheba.” Beersheba was somewhat east 
of Gerar, about halfway between the 
Mediterranean Sea and the Dead Sea. 


Verse 24—“And the Lord appeared 
. .. I am the God of Abraham ...I1 
am with thee, and will bless . . . for 
my servant Abraham’s sake.” This was 
the confirmation of the Abrahamic 
Covenant to Isaac, the promised’ seed. 
The presence and blessing of God leave 
no room for fear. 


Verse 25.—“And he builded an altar 

. and pitched his tent...” Notice 

the order: the altar, the tent, and the 

well, signifying God, home, and busi- 

ness. Isaac was quite a well digger, 

but he was not the altar builder that 
his father was. 


Verse 26—“Then Abimelech went to 
him from Gerar ...” Abimelech seems 
to be rather a title than a proper name 
and means “the king my. father.” Gerar 
seems to have been his capital. 


Verse 27*—“. .. Wherefore come ye to 
me, seeing ... have sent me away...” 
This visit from the king and two chief 
officers surprised Isaac, although it did 
not cause him any fear. It seemed in- 
compatible with his unjustified dismissal 
from Gerar (v. 16). 


Verse 28.—“. . . the Lord was with 
thee ... Let there be now an oath be- 
twizt us...a covenant...” The pros- 
perity of Isaac despite the hostile acts 
of the Philistines convinced Abimelech 
that God was with Isaac and that there- 
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fore he was a man to have as a friend 
rather than as an enemy. 

Verse 29.—“That thou wilt do us no 
hurt, as we have not touched thee... 
thou art now the blessed of the Lord.” 
Abimelech conveniently forgot the filling 
up of the wells and the contentions over 
the reopened wells. Remarkably enough, 
Isaac, the man of peace, did not bring 
up the subject. Compare 21: 22-25. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Being in the will of God does not 
always mean a life of ease and comfort 
and popularity. In Gerar of the Philis- 
tines God said to Isaac, “Sojourn in this 
land” (v. 3), and he did. The situation, 
however, was not altogether happy, and 
the more Isaac prospered the more the 
enmity grew, until the Philistines 
among whom he lived expressed their 
envy by stopping up the wells upon 
which he depended for his herds and 
flocks. Then, to cap it all, the king of 
the place, Abimelech, invited him to 
move on. Sooner or later the world 
will show its enmity. 

Isaac moved out toward the border of 
Abimelech’s country, but the hostility 
which had showed itself in the capital 
followed him. Time and again he dug 
wells only to have the herdsmen of 
Gerar claim them and violently seize 
them. The remarkable thing is that 
Isaac did not stop to dispute their claim. 
Whether he simply lacked the military 
prowess of his father or whether his 
submission was an act of faith in God, 
we shall not attempt to judge. At any 
rate God provided for the man of peace 
as surely as he championed the man of 
war; and the well named Rehoboth, for 
which the Philistines did not strive, 
was an indication to Isaac that the Lord 
had made room for him. 

Nevertheless Isaac determined to 
move right out of the territory of 
Abimelech and transfer his encampment 
to Beersheba, where he started with 
the altar in establishing his encamp- 
ment. There is no indication of his 
building an altar in Gerar, but he started 
with the altar in Beersheba. Then it 
was that Abimelech, who had bidden 
him go, came seeking his friendship. 
It was quite evident that God was with 
Isaac,. for no matter what they sought 
to do against him, he grew stronger and 
stronger. Abimelech reckoned that it 
was better to have a man like that as 
a friend than as an enemy. Once again 
Isaac engaged in no recrimination and 
sought no compensation for former in- 
imical acts, but made a feast for his 
visitors and entered a covenant of peace. 


God has His Abrahams who will arm 
his servants for the war and challenge 
rulers concerning their conduct. He 
has also his Isaacs who meekly endure. 
You will find them both in the eleventh 
chapter of Hebrews and in all the 
‘annals of the Church. They both play 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
7. May 19.—Abraham and His World. 
Genesis 13; 18:1 to 19:29 
Next Week’s Lesson 


9. June 2.—Brothers Divided (Tem- 
perance) Genesis 25:27-34; 27 and 28 








their part in the history of the covenant 
of redemption. 


Outline of the Lesson 


‘1, Isaac digs wells (Gen. 26: 17-22) 


2. Isaac builds an altar (vs. 23-25) 
3. Isaac enters a covenant .(vs. 26-31) 


Topics for Development 


Father and Son. Isaac was not the 
colorful character that his father Abra- 
ham was. He shared some of his father’s 
weaknesses, but seemed to lack his 
towering strength. Abraham, as he jour- 
neyed from place to place, seemed to 
have a fear for his life on his wife’s 
account and protected himself with the 
half-truth that Sarah was his sister. 
This happened in Egypt (42:10-20), and 
in Gerar (20:1-18). This seems to have 
been one sphere in which the faith of 
Abraham failed to find exercise. His 
son Isaac copied him in this very re- 
spect, and in Gerar practiced the same 
deceit, with less justification, for while 
Sarah was indeed Abraham’s half-sister, 
the same was not true of Rebekah and 
Isaac (26:6-11). It is often true that 
sons will copy their father’s defects 
but fail to emulate their virtues. The 
weaknesses of great men are in this 
respect more dangerous ‘than like weak- 
nesses in men who are altogether weak. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


OW old was Isaac (1) when he got 
married, (2) when his sons were 
born, (3) when his father died? 

2. What is the meaning of the name 
Isaac? 

3. What failure of his father did Isaac 
follow? 

4. Name three places where Isaac 
lived. 

5. Who stopped up the wells which 
Abraham had dug? 

6. Name three wells which Isaac dug. 

7. Why did Isaac give these names to 
his wells? 

8. What is thought about the name 
Abimelech? 

9. What difference is there between 
Isaac’s dealing with the Abimelech and 
Phichol of his day and Abraham’s deal- 
ing with the Abimelech and Phichol of 
an earlier day? 

10. Why did the king seek a covenant 
with Isaac? 


(Answers on page 392) 
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Young preachers are not apt to copy 
poor preachers, but they make: heroes 
of great preachers; and in their attempt 
to be like the great preachers, mimic 
their idiosyncrasies. 


Practical Applications 

It is better to leave in peace than stay 
in strife. 

If we commit our cause to God, He 
will find room for us. ’ 

“When a man’s ways please the Lord, 
he maketh even his enemies to be at 
peace with him” (Prov. 16:7). 

Don’t put tents and wells before the 
altar. “Seek ye first the kingdom of 
God, and his righteousness; and all 
these things shall be added unto you” 
(Matt. 6:33). 

Be wise, and make a friend of the 
man of God. Be his enemy, and you 
will have God against you. 


Golden Text 

Matt. 5:9.—“Blessed are the peace- 
makers: for they shall be called the chil- 
dren of God.” We are not made peace- 
makers on the spot. We must come 
through all the earlier beatitudes to 
arrive there—beginning with “poor in 
spirit’ and having special lessons in 
meekness and mercifulness. The peace- 
maker is one of the rarest products of 
the grace of God. 

ELMuHuvrsT, ILL, 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesTep HYMNS 
“Unto the Hills Around” 
“All the Way My Saviour Leads Me” 
“Father, Lead Me Day by Day” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy Heavenly Father, the refuge and 
strength of Thy trusting children, we 
rejoice in the protection, care, and help 
we have received from Thee. Help us 
to trust and obey Thee all our life 
through. Make us strong where we are 
weak, strong in hatred of evil, strong 
to do what is right and good. Guide 
and keep us through the new week and 
fill our lives with the fruits of right- 
eousness. Use the efforts of Thy serv- 
ants to make the Saviour known till 
all people shal] have heard the good 
tidings. Keep the evil passions of men 
in check and bring their evil designs 
to nought. Where suffering, distress, 
and need prevail, be present- with Thine 
aid. Help us to be ready to serve Thee 
in relieving others. Forgive our sins, 
cleanse our thoughts, and perfect that 
which concerns us, we pray in Christ's 
dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—If Isaac seems less 
forceful than ‘his father Abraham or his 
son Jacob, he nevertheless got things 
done in his own quiet way. This les- 
son shows him adding agriculture to 
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ranching and prosperifg till he was the 
envy of his neighbors. Notice first his 
patience. When urged by Abimelech to 
leave Gerar, he left. Finding wells his 
father had dug filled in by the Philis- 
tines, he just redug them. When other 
herdsmen quarreled with his about new 
wells, he let them take over and he dug 
more. This wasn’t weakness, but meek- 
ness—the thing our Lord taught when 
He said, “Resist not evil” (Matt. 5:39) 
and on which He pronounced blessing, 
saying, “Blessed are the meek: for they 
shall inherit the earth.” 

Isaac also had perseverance. When 
opposed by jealous neighbors, he re- 
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fused to give up, but just moved on and 
began again. With quiet determination 
he found new pastures and dug new 
wells and so won success at last. But 
back of both his patience and his per- 
severance lay Isaac’s piety. When at 
last he found himself and his large en- 
campment left at peace in Rehoboth, he 
said, “The Lord hath made room for 
us.” He saw the hand of God in this 
blessing, and we may be sure that all 
along he had been looking to God for 
protection, guidance, and help. People 
who consult the Lord and trust Him in 
all their affairs are able to take trouble 
patiently and go on in quiet perse- 
verance till God’s way is found and His 
help comes. 
Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And Isaac departed thence .. . 
(Gen. 26:17).—It is my thought that th 
Lord specially rewards or blesses those 
of His people’ who are cast out by a 
religious group, and those who come 
out, or are politely asked to get out, of 
a worldly group. 

For example, as soon as the man who 
had been blind was cast out of the syn- 
agogue, the Lord appeared to him and 
gave him a special revelation of Him- 
self (John 9:34-38). 

All those who come out from those 
whom the Lord calls unclean are prom- 
ised special consciousness of the 
Father’s love and care (2 Cor. 6:17, 18); 
and those who are politely told to get 
out from worldly society—as Isaac was 
by the Philistines—will soon be led to 
a source of refreshment for their tired 
souls, as our lesson pictures for us. 

When Abimelech, king’ of the Philis- 
tines, said to Isaac: “Go from us; for 
thou art much mightier than we” (v. 
16 with v. 27), Isaac did not compromise 
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or delay; he got out! And he “pitched 
his tent in the valley of Gerar.” 

If Gerar means “sojourning,” as the 
“Dictionary of Scripture Proper Names” 
(found at the back of some Oxford 
Bibles) suggests, it would forcefully re- 
mind Isaac that he was a sojourner in the 
land, and that he must act accordingly 
(Heb. 11:9). 

Dr. Louis Evans tells of a man who 
entered the hut of a British officer in 


Africa and found his friend clad in a. 


formal dinner jacket, and before him 
the appointments of a formal dinner. 
Surprised at this dressing for dinner in 
the midst of a lot of African savages, 
the friend expressed fear of the officer’s 
sanity. But he received the explana- 
tion that once a week the custom of 
dressing for dinner was followed be- 
cause the officer felt that he must not 
adopt the customs and standards of the 
natives of Africa. He belonged to the 
Empire of Britain and he determined 
to live according to the codes of British 
conduct no matter how his heathen 
neighbors lived. So also the Christian 
belongs to a different kingdom, and his 
behavior patterns are to be taken from 
the Lord Jesus, not from the world. 


“And Isaac digged again the wells... 
for the Philistines had stopped them 
...” (Gen. 26:18).—We thank God for 
“the wells of Salvation” (Isa. 26:3) and 
for all of our “fathers” who dug many of 
them for us. But modern-day Philis- 
tines have been energetically stopping 
them with the, rubble of destructive 
criticism. And, they have been so suc- 
cessful in some quarters that even an 
associate pastor of a large Eastern 
church brazenly asks, “Since when does 
orthodoxy, church membership, or any- 
thing else require that we believe in the 
Virgin Birth, the Bodily Resurrection, 
the, of all things . . . ‘substitutionary 
atonement of Jesus Christ’? .. . Many 
ecumenicists have no quarrel with at 
least some of these ideas, and most of 
them will agree that others are free to 
believe them. Personally, I have no 
truck with any of them” (See Chris- 
tianity Today, Dec. 24, 1956, page 26.) 

Praise God for all Spirit-filled schol- 
ars who, Isaaclike, have painstakingly 
removed the rubble for all spiritually 
thirsty souls ldnging for the clear, re- 
freshing water of life! 


“And he... digged another well.. .” 
(Gen. 26:22).—Isaac -was a tireless well 
digger. Water was ar absolute neces- 
sity for himself, his family, his servants, 
his flocks and herds. He encountered 
opposition, strife, and hatred (vs. 20, 
21), but being a man of peace in a 
world of strife, he simply moved on and 
dug “another well,” until the Lord made 
room for him. He fulfilled the exhorta- 
tion given to us in Romans 12:18. 

All Christians should be spiritual well 
diggers. “Drink . . . running waters 
out of thine own well” (Prov. 5:15). 
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Certainly we, too, shall have to name 
one well “Esek” and another “Sitnah”; 
but we must peaceably move on and 
dig “another well,” which we can name 
“Rehoboth,” and still another, “She- 
bah”! (v. 33.) 

There is a large sign alongside a well 
driller’s home in the San Joaquin Val- 
ley, which we see as often as we drive 
to Los Angeles. It always has the effect 
of rebuking me. The first time I saw it, 
I read something like this, “We have 
drilled 4,000 wells in 30 years.” (The 
number of wells increases each time we 
drive by.) 

I say to myself, “I have been one of 
the Lord’s ‘Isaacs’ (Gal. 4:28) for over 
30 years, but how many spiritual wells 
have I dug?” Then I thank God that 
there is still time to attempt, by the 
Spirit’s enabling, to dig “another well.” 

There are 31,173 verses in the Bible! 
Each verse makes profitable and re- 
freshing digging. A most profitable oc- 
cupation for a man of peace in a world 
of strife is to be a diligent, spiritual 
well digger for his own refreshment 
and for that of others! 

Wawona, CALIF. 


bd 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, it is interesting that 

each one of these patriarchs of the 
Old Testament has his distinctive and 
helpful lesson for us. Enoch “walked 
with God” and so did Noah, but Noah’s 
record shows his faith by his works; 
Abram was willing to leave home and 
kindred “under sealed orders” for an 
unknown destination; and in today’s 
lesson peace-loving Isaac points the way 
to be at peace even with malicious. en- 
emies and have them eating out of 
your hand. 

Isaac’s record is not so conspicuous as 
others mentioned, but the matter of 
peace is a basic element in the success 
and happiness of anybody. To be at 
odds with a person or a nation is a de- 
Stroying headache—and that means 
misery. But to be at peace with every- 
body is health and growth and content- 
ment. And don’t make the mistake of 
thinking that means to compromise with 
evil, for it does not. It is not “appease- 
ment” and it is not “pacifism.” It is 
something down inside the heart of a 
fellow that refuses to hate anybody, 
no matter what they do or say. Our 
Lord loved (and does love) the vilest 
sinner, but He hates sin in any form 
wherever it is, in friend or foe. On the 
cross He prayed for forgiveness for the 
brutal men who were driving nails 
through His hands and feet—and for 
those smug Pharisees who had brought 
about His execution. And He was (and 
is) the “Prince of Peace.” 

Now here is another important thing 
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Lesson for May 26 


to remember: wherever you find a prin- 
ciple taught or a commandment given 
in God’s Word, the practice of that 
thing works happily to your advantage. 
God does not lay down laws to oppress 
believers; they are for the believer’s 
very best interest—in health, in pros- 
perity, in peace of mind, and in eternal 
security. Isaac had every right to con- 
tend for the use of the wells he had 
dug. The Philistines were unreason- 
able; they were really cantankerous— 
and doubtless Isaac’s herdsmen could 
have won a hand-to-hand fight with 
them, but this wise man quietly figured 
that it would be less expensive to let 
them have the wells, while he moved 
on to the next place and dug another. 
Not only less expensive, but the satis- 
faction he had in his own heart of know- 
ing he had acted for peace was an in- 
calculable blessing to his spirit. And to 
confirm him in his course, finally 
Abimelech, the king of Gerar, with 
Ahuzzath his friend and Phicho] the 
captain of his army came and volun- 
tarily acknowledged that the Lord was 
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with Isaac, and they blessed him and 
begged to be friends with him. “And 
he made them a feast, and they did eat 
and drink.” ° 

So God’s Word is true. “When a 
man’s ways please the Lord, he maketh 
even his enemies to be at peace with 
him” (Prov, 16:7). 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


IRST thing this morning, see if you 

can answer the first four questions 
on “The Creation” card, without looking 
at it. Good. Today, we learn the fifth 
ene: Question: “What was created by 
God the Son?” Answer: “All things 
were made by him; and without him 
was not any thing made that was made” 
(John 1:3). 

Now who can put our silhouette pic- 
tures up in the right order? Correct: 
“Creation,” “The Fall,” “The Flood,” 
“Babel,” “Abraham.” This morning 
we are going to read about Isaac, the 
son of Abraham. 

Isaac was born when his father Abra- 
ham and his mother Sarah were both 
so old that no one thought they would 
have a child. But Abraham had known 
that he would have a son because God 
had promised him one, and Abraham 
believed God. Isaac did not have to 
leave his home and country, as Abra- 
ham did. He was born into a godly 
home in the Promised Land. When- 
ever we think of Abraham we think 
of his faith, shown in his unquestion- 
ing obedience to God. Isaac also knew 
how to obey, but he is most frequently 
remembered as a peacemaker. 

In Genesis 22 we read of the time 
God tested Abraham by telling him to 
offer his son as a sacrifice. Here Isaac 
showed a beautiful spirit of submission. 
Some have tried to make out that be- 
cause God told Abraham to offer up 
Isaac, God must have approved of hu- 
man sacrifices, which were common in 
those days. He did not. In Jeremiah 
32:35 God calls human sacrifice an 
abomination. He never intended Abra- 
ham to kill his son. This was a test 
of Abraham’s faith. 

It is said that during the Napoleonic 
wars the emperors of Prussia, Austria, 
and Russia, while conferring together, 
each claimed that, his soldiers were 
more obedient than those of any other 
country. They agreed on a test. Each 
man in turn was to order one of his 
soldiers to jump out of the window of 
their upstairs conference chamber. The 
Prussian Emperor called his man and 
said, “Leap out of the window.”. The 
soldier said, “Your Majesty, it will kill 
me.” He was ordered back to his post. 
The Austrian Emperor called his man 
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and gave the same command. His sol- 
dier hesitated and then said, “I will 
leap. out of the window, if you really 
mean it.” He was ordered back to his 
post. Then the Czar called in his sol- 
dier. When the Russian entered the 
room, the Czar commanded, “Leap out 
of that window!” Instantly the man 
strode across the room and put one foot 
on the window sill. Before he could 
get himself up and out, “Halt,” the Czar 
ordered. The ready obedience of this 
man had won the contest for the Czar. 

The obedience of Isaac on Mt. Moriah 
isya touching picture of the supreme 
Sacrifice God’s only Son was going to 
make for us when “He was brought as 
a lamb to the slaughter.” ‘ 

After Abraham died, there was a 
famine in the land of Canaan. Isaac 
and his wife Rebekah went to stay in 
the Philistines’ land. After he had been 
there some time the Philistine king, 
Abimelech, asked him to leave the 
country, because his people were jeal- 
ous of Isaac’s great wealth. So Isaac 
left Gerar and went to dwell on the 
border of Philistia. 

Read Genesis 26:17-22, What a fine 
example of yieldingness! Isaac did not 
argue that the wells were really his; 
he simply moved on till he could have 
one without dispute. 

When should a godly person be yield- 
ing, and when should he be unmov- 
able? The answer is: When it is only 
a matter of his own wealth or con- 
venience, he should be yielding. But 
when it is a question of something 
which would dishonor his Lord, he must 
be as immovable as a rock, 

Now read Genesis 26:23-29. Here we 
find the Lord’s encouragement to Isaac 
after he had given up the wells rather 
than cause strife. And later we find 
those who had quarreled with him came 
to seek his favor. 

Here’s a silhouette of Isaac to put up 
next to Abraham. He is standing by a 
well to remind us of this chapter. Of 
which Beatitude does he make you 
think? (“Blessed are the peacemakers: 
for they shall be called the children of 
God.”) Right. And Abimelech’s com- 
ing to him to secure his friendship, 
makes me think of Proverbs 16:7, 
“When a man’s ways please the Lord, 
he maketh even his enemies to be at 

+Peace with him.” It pleases the Lord 
when we give up our own desires to 
avoid strife. 





Note: The silhouette pictures used in. this 
lesson are 40c per set of 8, or 3 sets for $1. 
“The Creation” cards are 20c a dozen. Both 
may be ordered from V. D. Gunderson, 
Ferndale, Wash, 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
w 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, for 
its readers; and for God’s blessing on 
the contents of the paper. , 
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This little Greek child is typical 
of thousands in want. 


A Stone for Bread! 


“Your heart would -have bled could 
you have heard what one woman told 
me,” writes one of our Greek mission- 
aries. “Her youngsters were clamoring 
for bread but her cupboard and purse 
were empty. What could she do? Their 
desperate cries almost broke her heart. 
Then she thought of a crazy plan. She 
found a big stone which she put into the 
‘oven, telling them that within an “hour 
the bread would be done. The little 
ones stopped crying and fell asleep. 
Then she hurried to me and asked for 
a food package for her children,: 


“Along with this material help I also 
preach the Word of God and give out 
Bibles and Testaments. Over and over 
I hear people say, “Your love makes us 
realize what real Christianity means.’ ” 


What it means is that we love our 
neighbor as ourselves. Can we. deny 
bread to empty stomachs, or the Bread 
of Life to hungry hearts? With only $1 
we can distribute 22 lbs. of food; for $6 
send a clothing package; for $10 provide 
10 Greek Bibles or 40 New Testaments. 
You can share in this missionary effort 
by sending your gift to the American 
Mission to Greeks, Inc., Rev. Spiros 
Zodhiates, General Secretary, Dept. S, 
P.O. Box 423, New York 36,N. Y. (In 
Canada: 90 Duplex Ave., Toronto 7, 
Ontario.) (Adv.) 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, Th? Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A lst of the lessons for the year 1957 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Self-Defense.—Blessed are the peace- 

makers: for they shall be called the 
children of God (Matt. 5:9, Golden 
Text). “Do you think it would be wrong 
for me to learn the noble art of self- 
defense?” a religiously inclined young 
man inquired of his pastor. “Certainly 
not,” answered the minister. “I learned 
it in youth myself, and I have found 
it of great value during my life.” “In- 
deed, sir! Did you learn the old Eng- 
lish system or the Sullivan system?” 
“I learned neither,” said the minister. 
“I learned the Solomon system.” “The 
Solomon system?” answered the young 
man. “Yes, you will find it in the first 
verse of the fifteenth chapter of Prov- 
erbs: ‘A soft answer turneth away 
wrath,’ It is the best system of self- 
defense of which I know!” It would 
be well if more would know this way 
of self-defense. — From the Youth’s 
Counselor. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. Prize illustra- 
tion. 

Our Wells—and Christ’s. — Isaac’s 
servants digged in the valley, and found 
there a well of springing water (Gen. 
26:19). The story is told of a boy out 
on the prairies in America who, in a 
time of drought, helped his father to 
dig a well to save the cattle from dying 
of thirst. The boy did the digging, fill- 
ing the bucket with earth, while the 
father drew the full bucket up by a 


windlass to the surface. As the boy 
dug deeper, the father would say, 
“Any sign of water yet?” And the boy 
would answer, “Not yet.” “Dig deeper, 


boy,” said his father. And, at last, the 
earth began to grow damp, and the 
thirsty cattle, smelling the water, came 
and stood round the well, waiting. Then, 
quite suddenly, the water came, to fill 
the water troughs and save the lives of 
men and beasts. Thousands of years 
ago both Jacob and Isaac dug wells for 
themselves and their cattle. And all 
through the ages men have been dig- 
ging wells: wells of knowledge and 
truth, of freedom and justice, of happi- 
ness and love. We today drink freely 
from those wells. They gave them to 
us. And we can help to dig wells, too. 
But Jesus Christ is greater than all the 
well-diggers. He gives us the water of 
life freely, a never-failing spring within 
us.—From the Methodist Recorder. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Insult Effaced.—They strove with 
him. . . . The Lord appeared unto him 
(Gen. 26:20, 24). One day an aide-de- 
camp of the Emperor Nicholas threw 
himself at his sovereign’s feet in great 
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excitement and begged that he might 
be allowed to fight a duel. The em- 
peror emphatically refused to grant the 
request. “But I have been dishonored; 
I must fight!” cried the young officer. 
The czar asked him what he meant. “I 
have been struck in the face,” he an- 
swered. “Well,” said the emperor, “for 
all that, thou shalt not fight. But come 
with me.” Taking the young man by 
the arm, the emperor led him into the 
presence of the court, which was as- 
sembled in an adjoining room. He 
then, in the presence of the highest of- 
ficers of his empire, kissed the cheek 
on which the young man had been 
struck. “The insult has been effaced,” 
the emperor said. “Go in peace.” Thus 
Christ by His example of patience and 
love teaches us not to take revenge. 
He Himself kisses away the stain of 
dishonor which the insult left on us. 
He makes it no longer a dishonor to 
bear an indignity patiently, without 
anger or retaliation, but the highest 
honor, rather, a mark of godlikeness. 
That is the way God Himself does.— 
From “The Beauty of Every Day,” by 
J. R. Miller. Sent by Grace Robinson, 
Topeka, Kans, 


Her Family Altar—And he builded 
an altar there, and called upon the 
name of the Lord, and pitched his tent 
there: and there Isaac’s servants digged 
a well (Gen. 26:25). A little girl asked 
a playmate, new to the district, to come 
to her church. She showed her new 
little friend a small room and said, “Our 
Children’s Guild is going to raise money 
to put an altar in here so that we chil- 
dren can have our own altar, when we 
have our Monday afternoon meetings, 
after school.” “Oh,” said the new girl, 
“does it cost money to have an altar 
here? My mother and I have an altar 
in our home.” “But how can you?” 
asked the other child. “Well, I don’t 
know just what you mean by the kind 
of altar you are talking about,” replied 
the new girl, “but when we moved into 
the new house here, my mother said the 
first thing we had to do was have an 
altar, so we knelt down together and 
asked God to bless us in our new home, 
and make us a blessing in this new 
place; and every morning and every 
night we kneel down together and read 
the Bible, and talk to the Lord.”— 
Source unknown. Sent by Mrs. J. 
Shields, Toronto, Can, 


Uneasy Peace.—Ye hate me, and have 
sent me away from you. .. we have 
done unto thee nothing but good, and 
have sent thee away in peace (Gen, 
26:27, 29). The Judean hills over which 
the angel chorus sang of peace on earth 
are dotted with fortifications. The very 
atmosphere bristles with the threat of 
war. .. . A condition of uneasy truce 
is the best that has been accomplished. 
Peace the wofld gives is only a tem- 
porary cessation of hostilities. Peace 
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@ Hearing aid hidden inside glasses. Color- 


less tube carries so 


© Full range, full dimensional, higher fidelity 
hearing. 
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which the Prince of Peace gives to those 
who trust Him and obey Him as their 
Lord is genuine peace.—From Alliance 
Weekly. Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Morse’s Prayer for More Light.—And 
they said, We saw certainly that the 
Lotd was with thee: and we said, Let 
there be now an oath betwixt us, even 
betwixt us and thee, and let us make 
a covenant with thee (Gen. 26:28). In 
conversation with Prof. S. F. B. Morse, 
the inventor of the telegraph, the Rev. 
George W. Hervey asked this question: 
“Professor Morse, when you were mak- 
ing your experiments yonder in your 
rooms in the university, did you ever 
come to a stand, not knowing what to 
do next?” “Oh, yes,.more than once.” 
“And at such times, what did you do 
next?” “I may answer you in confi- 
dence, sir,” said the professor, “but it is 
a matter of which the public knows 
nothing. I prayed for more light.” 
“And the light generally came?” “Yes, 
and may I tell you that when flattering 
honors came to me from America and 
Europe on account of the invention 
which bears my name, I never felt I 
deserved them, I had made a valuable 
application of electricity, not because 
I was superior to other men, but solely 
because God, who meant it for man- 
kind, must reveal it to someone and 
was pleased to reveal it to me.” In 
view of these facts, it is not surprising 
that the inventor’s first message was, 
“What hath God wrought!”—From 
Moody Monthly and Earnest Worker. 
Sent by M. Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


Peace or Possessions—Which Do you 
Want?—That thou wilt do us no hurt, 
as we have not touched thee, and as 
we have done unto thee nothing but 






JOURNEYING WITH JESUS 


Scripture Press Course plus 
many auxiliary aids, Bible 
truths come alive with these 
exciting programs, divided 
into 6 departmental courses. 


@ Teachers’ books . .40¢ 
@ Pupils, books ...25¢ 
@ Nursery and 


Beginner 
Handwork ...... 20¢ 


® Primary Handwork 25¢ 


Special Introductory 
FUSE ccccccecee $3.15 


All prices plus postage. 


CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 


1517 N. Third Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 


Your DVBS is only as good 
as the material you use... 


SELECT THE BEST 


BUILD ATTENDANCE, INTEREST, RESULTS WITH THESE 
COMPLETE 2-WEEK DVBS COURSES. 


THE VILLAGE OF LOVE —An intriguing course 


adapted to each age group. Handwork correlated with 
lessons. Materials include: 


@ Director's and teachers’ manual,......... . 75¢ 
@ Workbook (for primary children).......... 15¢ 
@ Handwork Packet (for juniors and 

CURSUURREREREED 6 én 6e knwdvedcvecsecaeees 35¢ 


PIONEERING WITH CHRIST — Gospel Light Course. 


Exciting western atmosphere for teaching Bible lessons, 
missionary stories, worship and games. 4 departmental 
courses, Christ-centered, ms § to teach. step-by-step 
lesson plans, biblically soun 


@ Pupils’ books (Pre-cut for pre-school and 


PEUMATY) wccccccccccccccscevccesecccecs 
@ Tenchess’ mamunls .ccccccccccccceccscces 45¢ 
eo re ere $1.00 

@ Pioneer's Guide (planning, programs, . 
projects. promotions) ...ccccccccceccecss 45¢ 
Sample Kit (one to a school) .....-.sceeeeees $2.50 

@ 

PONY EXPRESS CONTEST = Maintain regular at- 

tendance, stimulate interest and competition by 

using this contest between individuals, classes or 
Gepartments .....cccccseccccces Coccccceccces $1.50 
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Several Elementary Teachers Needed 


for 1957 tin Christian Day School 





near Paci, ply to Principal, Delaware 
County Christian baat 


ing training, experience, and ‘grades qualified to teach. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHERS! 











ONE «2+ Stort with the finest, purest in- 
gredients available: Christ-centered, soul-win- 
ning ASSU Lesson Helps. 

{WO os Mix corefully all week with 
equal parts of prayer and study. 

€€. «+ Season to the taste of your 
pupils with illustrations appropriate to their 
oge and interests. ASSU materials give you 
special helps here. 

OUI «ssServe on time Sunday 
morning. Be there early to welcome your 
pupils to the best lesson they’ve ever lis- 
tt . to. 

V@ . se Follow up with attractive ASSU 
Sunday school papers—to keep your class 
interested all week. 


YES, ASSU LESSON HELPS TAKE THE 


GUESSWORK OUT OF TEACHING. 
Send for our free sample Sunday school 


kit. Write Dept. T-7 


AMERICAN Samay smn SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 





Newtown Square, Pa., stat- 
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good, and have sent thee away in peace: 
thou art now the blessed of the Lord 
(Gen. 26:29). Isaac’s history shows that 
he was more eager for peace than for 
possessions. He was always ready to 
forego possessions for whith he would 
have to fight, knowing that the Lord 
was entirely able to give him all the 
possessions he would need or desire. 
Thus dependence upon the Lord be- 
comes the outstanding mark of Isaac’s 
character. Inasmuch as he is a type of 
the heavenly people, we have here a 
lesson for ourselves. When we allow 


-the Lord to say just where we shall 


be and what we shall have, we find 
that ultimately we come to a large 
place, a place of room, wherein He pro- 
vides for us both peace and the bless- 
ing of opportunity—From the King’s 
Business. Sent by Mrs. A. E, Janzen, 
Hillsboro, Kans. 
we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Isaac, the Peacemaker (Gen. 26:12, 16-25a) 


“ ASTER, the wells have been 

filled with rocks and dirt! There 
is not one of all our wells that your 
father Abraham dug that has water 
for our animals. What shall we do?” 
This is another good story for the flan- 
nel board, though this time the teacher 
should use the figures. To picture 
Isaac’s wealth use all the cattle, sheep, 
and camels available, with men at work 
in rural occupations. Tents may also 
be included and a city (Gerar) in the 
background. Start the story with the 
servant’s report to Isaac, 

Then Isaac: “The Philistine people 
here are jealous of us. God has been 
good to us since we moved here because 
of the famine in Canaan. The crops 
we planted had remarkable harvest, a 
hundred bushels for every bushel we 
planted, and our flocks and herds have 
increased. Now the Philistines are 
showing their envy and spite by filling 








The American-European Bethel Mission, Inc. 


founded by Rev. and Mrs. Leon Rosenberg 
Our UniquegOrphanage in the Holy Land 


I. Our Orphanage in Haifa, Isracl, is a Memo 
rial to the many boye and girls of Hebrew- 
Christians in our former Orphanage in 
Poland who were slain by the Nazis. 


II. Our Orphanage is an uncompromising Gos- 
- testimony in the Holy Land, established 











sugheesved with the a! Government. 


Ill. It is a children’s Bible Institute for the prep- 
aration of future witnesses. 


IV. ae. a faith work, this unique Orphanage needs 
d deserves the cooperation, 
tical assistance, of every Christ-loving person: 


Headquarters: 252 North Dillon Street, Dept. $T, Los Angeles 26, Calif., U.S.A. 


and it is officially 
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up our wells, trying to make us leave. 
Oh, here comes the king now!” 

Abimelech: “Won't you leave us? 
You are getting stronger and richer 
than we are.” 

Should Isaac, being stronger, fight for 
his rights and his wells? His father 
Abraham is dead, but what would Isaac 
remember about his father’s quarreling 
over pasture and wells? Isaac follows 
his father’s example and peaceably 
moves away to the next valley. (Re- 
move the figures.) There he pitches his 
tent and digs out the wells which his 
father’s men had once dug but are now 
filled up, and digs a new one (scene 
with well and men at work, Isaac super- 
vising). Now look who is coming. 
Those Philistines again! They are fight- 
ing with Isaac’s men for that new well. 
That is just too much. But it doesn’t 
disturb Isaac. “Men, let them have it. 
That’s ‘Fighting Well’ [put a sign with 
that name on the well curb]. We'll dig 
another one.” (Move figures to another 
spot.) What, again? Yes, those Philis- 
tines claim this well, too! Isaac names 
it “Hatred Well” and moves on. (Re- 
peat action.) No, the Philistines do not 
come this time! What do you suppose 
he names this well? Room-Enough 
Well”! “The Lord hath made room for 
us, and we shall be fruitful in the land” 
(Gen, 26:22). (Remove figures.) 

After a while Isaac goes back to the 
land that God had promised to his 
father (tent). The first night there, 
the Lord appeared to him. (Quote v. 
24.) He builds an altar (altar with 
burning offering) and prays. His men 
are digging a well when company 
comes. That king of Gerar again, with 
his friend and the head of the army! 

Isaac: “Why have you come.. 
(v. 27). 

Abimelech: 


” 


“We saw that the Lord 
was with thee .. .” (vs. 28, 29). Isaac 
entertains them at a feast. A treaty 
of peace is made, and now the Philis- 
tine officers leave. 

A servant reports, “We have struck 
water in the well we are digging!” 

Isaac: “Good! Name it Beer-sheba, 
‘Well of the Treaty.’” 

Isaac really had a hard time to keep 
out of a fight, didn’t he? How did you 
succeed this past week in following 
Abraham’s pattern—as well as Isaac 
did? (Discuss situations. Note Abra- 
ham’s getting God’s advice to handle a 
difficult situation in jealousy in the 
family. Advise prayer for problems in 
the children’s lives.) 

Do you remember what Abraham was 
called? “Friend of God.” There is an- 
other name, even better, for those who 
keep peace and make peace. “Blessed 
are the peacemakers: for they shall be 
called the children of God” (Matt. 5:9, 
Memory Verse). While you work for 
that title this week, read the Bible 
stories about Isaac, from baby to peace- 
maker: (1) Isaac, the promised baby, 
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Genesis 21:1-8. (2) Isaac, the obedient 
son, 22:1-18. (3) A bride for Isaac, 24: 
1-61. (4) Isaac and Rebekah, verses 
62-67, (5) The promises go to Isaac, 
26:1-5. (6) Trouble with the neigh- 
bors, verses 12-22. (7) Peace with the 
neighbors, verses 23-33. 
Orono, MAINE, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


AST week, you will remember, we 

learned about Abram’s going out 
of his own land, down to a land where 
God did not want him to go. And you 
will remember, too, that whenever 
God’s children are not in the place where 
God wants them, they do not have His 
blessing. It has always been so. It 
will always be so. 

You would think that Abraham’s son 
Isaac would have learned from his 
father the importance of staying where 
God wanted him to stay and of doing 
and being what God wanted him to be 
and to do. Surely at some time or an- 
other Abraham must have told Isaac 
that he had once got into trouble by 
disobeying God. 

However, there came a day when a 
famine came to the land of Canaan 
where Isaac lived. How dreadful it 
must be not to have enough food! Now 
Isaac was a man of great faith and of 
great love for God. He should have 
known, both from the things that had 
happened to his father Abraham and 
from his own experiences, that no mat- 
ter if there was a famine in the land, 
God would take care of His own. He 
should have spent much tifhe with his 
Heavenly Father, asking Him to meet 
his needs and to send him the food that 
he needed. But did he? No, indeed, he 
did not! He packed up his family and 
his tents and evidently started toward 
Egypt. On the way, in the land of the 
Philistines, he went to the king of that 
country and told him about the famine 
and of his need. 

God’s Word tells us that when Isaac 
did that, God Himself went to him and 
said, “Go not down into Egypt; dwell 
in the land which I shall tell thee of” 
(Gen. 26:2). Then God added that if 
Isaac would stay in that land, He would 
be with him and bless him and make 
him a great man. Imagine having God 
promise him to be with him! Wouldn’t 
that be a wonderful promise? What 
more could anyone ask than to have 
God with him? 

The Bible tells us that Isaac set up 
his tent and lived in the land of the 
Philistines. You must remember that 
in those long-ago days it was not easy 
to have all of the things that people 
needed for their living. For example, 
it was most difficult to get water. They 
could not go out to a faucet as you do 
to get a drink of water. They could 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


(15) 391 








Christian Schools and Colleges 


(ADVERTISEMENTS) 





BEREAN BIBLE SCHOOL 


1020 S. Hall Street Allentown, Pa. 
Jansen E. Hartman, President 


EVANGELICAL, PREMILLENNIAL 


Offering three-year courses in Theology, Missions, 
and Christian ke my 


Further information given on request 


INDIANS 
at Cook Christian Training School in Phoenix, 
Arizona, are in training for missionary work. 
We ask help from white friends for their education. 


Write to Box 7158, Phoenix, Arizona + 





Bible Institute of Montreal, Inc. 
Prepares Ohristian workers 
in the FRENCH language 
French Professors French Bible Courses 
French Environment 


Box 38, Station B Montreal, P. Q. 


DETROIT BIBLE INSTITUTE 
17370 Meyers Road Detroit 35, Michigan 
Roy L. Aldrich, Th.D., President 


Courses: Standard—Bible, Missions, Music, Chris- 
tian Education Majors. 5-year Bible-Theology 
Course. Scholarly fac ulty, Sound Bible teaching, 
spacious campus, new interd 

tional. Write for catalog. 








WHAT BRYAN HAS DONE FOR OTHERS 
IT CAN DO FOR YoU 


Bryan graduates occupy positions of trust and im- 
portance in government, Cockasea, the professions, 
and the ministry at home and abroad. They are 
outstanding for their Christian leadership. 
+ Bryan can help you achieve a successful Christian 
life in your chosen profession 


Write for our catal Ryther, Office of the 
Dean. WILLIAM J SEunines BRYAN UNIVERSITY, 
Dayton, Tennessee. 


Los Angeles Baptist College & Seminary 


College Spetaent, offers € ear Liberal Arts 
Course for A.B. degree. so 3-year Diploma 
Courses in Bible or Tewiah Missions. Co-ed. 


Graduate School offers 3-year Seminary Course 
for B.D. degree. For College Graduates. 


Fundamental Evangelistic Separatist 
Free information. Write 
560 S. St. Louis Street Los Angeles 33, Calif. 





Cedarville College, Cedarville, Ohio 
A Baptist College of Liberal Arts 


Well located in Southwestern Ohio. 15-acre cam- 
us. 10 buildings. 140 students. 12 instructors. 
trong Bible department. Also English, Music, 

Science, Social Sciences, Languages, and Athletics. 

17,000 volume library. Offers B.A. degrees. 
Opportunities for practical Christian service and 

other well-balanced extra-curricular activities. 

Moderate over-all costs. Write for new catalog. 

Address: Rev. James Jeremiah, President 


Marion, Indiana 

Educational opportunity on a Christian campus. 
Liberal Arts, Fine Arts, Teacher preparation, and 
Theological education. Degrees offered A.B., 
B.S. in Ed., A.B. with Religion Melor. the “Five 
year Th.B.” In the Wesleyan tradition. 
A catalog on request—write Dept. ST. 

Wa. F. McConn, President 





CENTRAL C. B. SEMINARY 
2105 Fremont Ave. North Minneapolis 11, Minn. 


A full three-year course in graduate theology. 
Granting the B.D. degree. Approved for veterans 
training. 

Central Conservative Baptist Theological Seminary 
Richard V. Clearwaters, President 
Warren Vanhetloo, Dean 


Mennonite Brethren Biblical Seminary 
A conservative, evangelical, premillennial gradu- 
ate school of Theology and Missions. 

B. J. Braun, President 
Address inquiries: 


MENNONITE BRETHREN BIBLICAL SEMINARY 
4824 E. Butler Fresno 2, California 





Christian Boarding School 
Grades 1 through 12 
Member of Nationa! Association of Christian 
Schools. Located in the Garden Spot of Iowa. 
Lo life. Christian radio stations, KFGQ and 
wg ~ Spy . Twelve months program. Board and 
a amonth. No tuition. Write to 
LOIS CRAWFORD 


924 W. Second Street Boone, Iowa 


MESSIAH COLLEGE 


GRANTHAM, PA. 
C. N. Hostetter, Jr., President 
Beautiful campus — A.B. os am in Liberal Arts, 
Sacred Music, and Bible. in Nursing, B. . E. 
and Th.B. Students ae. fifteen states and five 
foreign countries. Biblical, conservative, Wes- 
leyan emphasis. Write for catalog to 


DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 





COLUMBIA BIBLE COLLEGE 


Columbia, South Carolina 
Dr. G. Allen Fleece, President 
Bible-centered curriculum on iv R5 liberal 
arts courses . . in Biblical 


. 4-year de 
Education . . . Graduate Sc — of Masks grant- 
ing B.D. and M.A. in Biblical Education degrees. 


Address inquiries to the Director of Admissions 





Missionary Bible Institute 
(by the Atlantic Ocean) 
Hubbards, Nova Scotia, Canada 


Three-Year Standard Course 
Approved: ETTA 
Preparing Young People for Service 


Low fees. Write for new catalog showing pictures 
of campus and giving details of course, etc. 
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Montana Institute of the Bible 
Rt, 1, Box 266 Billings, Montana 
Rural—Biblical—Conservative 
3-Year Standard Courses 
Approved: VA and ETTA 
Know Your Bible—Write Us 


Simon E. Forsberg, President 





Northeastern Bible Institute 
Essex Fells, N..J. 
Chas. W. Anderson, D.D., President 
4 Courses 
Bible Institute (3 years) —General Bible, Ministe- 
rial, Missions, and Sacred Music. 
“Northeastern” 
Where the World’s Best Seller Is the School’s 
ief Textbook. 
Send for the new catalogue 





Nyack Missionary College 
1882 Diamond Jubilee 1957 
Nyack, New York 
NYACK offers diploma and degree courses in 


Christian Education Missions 
Theology Sacred Music 
“America’s First Bible School’’ 


Write for catalog 





Pacific Bible Institute and College 


The school offers training in Bible and Liberal 
Arts. It prepares the student for nobler living and 
more effective service: 

B. J. Braun, President 
Free literature sent upon request 
Address: PACIFIC BIBLE INSTITUTE OF FRESNO 
2149 Tuolumne Street Fresno 21, Calif. 





Philadelphia Bible Institute 
1800 Arch Street Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
Dr. William A. Mierop, President 
Dr. Clarence E. Mason, Jr., Dean 
Send for illustrated catalog to: 


LAURENCE A. LUFBURROW, Director of 
Admissions, Room 204, 1800 Arch St., Phila. 3, Pa. 











not even go to a pump as you may have 
done if you have ever visited in the 
country. Instead, whenever people 
moved to a new place, one of the first 
things that they had todo was to dig 
a well. 

In the land of the Philistines God 
blessed Isaac (v. 12). His crops grew 
well. He and his family had plenty to 
eat. But the people in the land (peo- 
ple who did not love God) were jeal- 
ous of Isaac. They did not like it that 
his crops grew so well. So the king 
of that land told Isaac ta move to an- 
other place. He moved as the king 
told him—but only to the edge of 
Philistia. 

Isaac again set up his tents and dug 
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his well. But when the people in that 
land knew that Isaac had water in his 
well, they were jealous and said, “That 
water is ours.” Instead of fighting with 
them, Isaac let them have the well. And 
he had his servants dig another one. 
But again the jealous people of the land 
demanded that he give them that well. 
So Isaac’s servants had to dig still an- 
other well. 

Finally Isaac packed up his tents and 
his family and went back to Beer-sheba 
where he had formerly lived. Here God 
met with him, talked with him, and 
promised him great blessing. And 
Isaac worshiped the Lord—and loved 
Him with all his heart. 

LANCASTER, PA. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 385) 


1. (1) Forty (Gen. 25:20); (2) sixty 
(25:26); (3) seventy-five (21:5; 25:7). 

2. Laughter. 

3. Saying that his wife was his sister 
(12:13; 20:2; 26:7). 

4. Lahai-roi (25:11), 
Beer-sheba (26:23, 25). 

5. The Philistines (26:18). 

6. Esek, Sitnah, Rehoboth (26:20-22). 
*%. To signify the strife and enmity 
over the first two, and the peaceful set- 
tlement of the third. 

8. That it is the title of the king of 
the Philistines rather than a proper 
name—like Pharaoh of Egypt. 

9. Isaac made no mention of the vio- 
lent seizure of the wells, but Abraham 
took Abimelech to task for a similar 
act of hostility (21:25). 

10. Because he reckoned that it was 
better to be a friend than an enemy 
of one so blessed of God (26:28). 

ELMuurRsT, ILL. 


Gerar (26:6), 


Children at Home 


ll. Kee Bahi Finds the Good 
Shepherd 


HAT afternoon Kee talked to the 
missionary and to his uncle and told 
them that he wanted to know Jesus, too. 
They prayed with him, and Kee asked 
the Lord Jesus to come into his heart 
and wash away all of his sin. Kee’s 
sparkling black eyes shone with joy as 
he finished praying, for he now knew 
that he belonged to the Good Shepherd 
and that He would help him always. 
After camp was over and Kee was 
again back with his family, he found it 
very difficult many times to live for the 
Lord Jesus. His people did not know 
Jesus and they laughed when he talked 
about Him. 
When Kee became a little older he 
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was sent to a Government school to be 
educated, and here again he could hear 
God’s Word, for the missionaries came 
to the school to talk to the children 
each week. But his people still did not 
believe, and sometimes he was almost 
afraid to mention Jesus to them. 

The next summer Kee again found 
himself at Shepherd Camp. How eagerly 
he listened as they explained to him 
how to be a stronger Christian! He 
knew that many times he had not lived 
very close to his Good Shepherd. He 
longed to know Him better. One day 
at camp, Kee again talked and prayed 
with the missionary and Navajo inter- 
preter. He prayed to the Lord Jesus 
again and confessed to Him that he had 
not been living very close to Him, and 
he asked the Lord Jesus to help him to 
be a strong Christian boy. 

School time came again and Kee was 
getting all ready to go. His mother 
went to the trading post and bought 
him some new clothes. How proud he 
was of the new little jacket, real Levis 
like the men wore, and even new shoes! 
In a few days he would be leaving for 
school, But the Lord Jesus had an- 
other plan for His little shepherd boy. 

One day Kee and his brother, John, 
were playing happily and talking of 
school, when they decided to go for a 
ride on their horses and take them down 
to a pond for a drink of water. They 
talked and laughed as they rode along, 
and as they reached the pond the horses 
began to drink. All at once Kee’s horse 
reared up and Kee was thrown into 
the water. Neither Kee nor John could 
swim. Although John hurried to get 
help, little Kee disappeared beneath the 
water. 

Hours later a Navajo man came to 
the Mission on horseback to get the 
missionaries to help find the little body, 
which had already been in the water 
for six hours. Long grappling chains 
were used to drag the pond, which in 
some places was twelve feet deep. After 
hours of work by the missionaries, Keé’s 
body was finally found and brought to 
the surface. When the missionaries 
looked at the body, it seemed they could 
see a look of joy and peace on the little 
face. The Good Shepherd had called 
His little shepherd boy to that wonder- 
ful home in Heaven, and Kee was ready 
to go. 

Back at the Mission many hearts were 
sad as the little body was lowered care- 
fully into the ground at the Mission 
cemetery. But how thankful the mis- 
sionaries were that they could comfort 
Kee’s loved ones with these words: 
“Kee is with Jesus now and he is so 
happy there.” 

There is an empty place in the hearts 
of that family now—an empty place in 
their hogan that little Kee used to fill. 
There is a pond no Navajo in that area 
will use even to water his sheep, for 
that’s where a little boy was drowned 
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and “evil spirits” are there, they said. 
There is a smiling shepherd boy that 
will never take care of the family’s 
sheep again. But heartfelt prayers are 
going up daily that every single one in 
Kee’s family will ask Jesus to be their 
Good Shepherd, too, for then we know 
that they will see their little shepherd 
boy again Up There. 

Do you, little boy or girl, know the 
Good Shepherd? Why not know Him 
today! 

4 


Dr. 1. V. Neprash 


HE well-known Russian Christian, 

Dr. I. V. Neprash, died instantly of 
a heart attack in the Pennsylvania 
Railroad Station, New York City, on 
Saturday morning, April 13. He was 
seventy-three years old and had been 
in Christian work for fifty years. He 
had been a friend of THe SuNDAY SCHOOL 
Times for many years, was a personal 
friend of Dr. Philip E. Howard, Sr., and 
Dr. Charles G. Trumbull, and the pres- 
ent Editors, and from time to time gave 
valuable advice and information on 
things Russian, particularly in relation 
to Christian work. He had been an 
atheistic Communist, and he told the 
story of his conversion under the title, 
“When a Communist Leader Was 
Brought to Christ,” in THe Sunpay 
ScHoo, Trmes (Jan. 12, 1935). 

Dr. Neprash founded the Russian 
Missionary Service, which was instru- 
mental in sending Christian literature 
and relief to Russians. He is survived 
by a son and daughter and four grand- 
children, and Mrs. Neprash, who will 
carry on the work of the Service for a 
short time. She expects to be speaking 
in conferences during this coming sum- 
mer. She has a limited number of 
copies of “The Life That Wins,” Dr. 
Charles G. Trumbull’s testimony, in 
Russian, and is willing to give them 
away in small quantities to those who 
will use them carefully. Her address 
is 6225 Morton Street, Philadelphia 44. 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
Ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 











Mary Jane Ellen McCling. By William 
Small. (Albert Whitman & Co., Chicago 
6; $2.) The chronicle of Mary Jane 
Ellen McCling is not just a story, it is 
an experience. Related in rollicking 
rhyme, it tells of a little girl who be- 
came the town heroine because she was 
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Providence-Barrington Bible College 
Providence, Rhode Island 


Coeducational, interdenominational. B.A., B.Th., 

us. degrees; ee-year diploma. Unique 
“double-major” offers Bible major plus Christian 
vocational or liberal arts major. Accredited by 
— Write now for catalog, application 
‘orms. 


STONY BROOK SCHOOL 
“Character Before Career” 
Accredited college preparation for boys. Distinc- 
tive Christian training. rades eight to college 
entrance. from fourteen states and twelve 
foreign countries. 70-acre campus, accessible by car 
ortrain. Thirty-sixth year begins September 17. 

For a catalogue, write the headmaster, 
Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein 


Box 30 Stony Brook, Long Island, New York 





Business Music Nursing Religion 
Scholarships—self-help plan 


Roberts Wesleyan College 


North Chili, New York 


EVANGELICAL — LIBERAL ARTS. 


TOCCOA FALLS INSTITUTE 


“The Miracle School’’ 


Four Years High School, Four Years Bible Col- 
lege (B.A.), Christian Workers Course, Music— 
Commercial—Vocational. 

Minimum Cost, Beautiful Campus, Healthful Cli- 


mate. For Catalog Address . 
DR. R. A. FORREST TOCCOA FALLS, GA. 





SEATTLE PACIFIC COLLEGE 
Seattle 99, Washington 


One of the leading and fastest growing regionally 
accredited Christian colleges of America. 


ENROLLMENT ABOVE 1200 


Teaching, Missionary, Nursing, Business, Musi- 
cianship, Pre-Medicine, Coaching, Liberal Arts. 


Intellectually Alert — Socially Wholesome 
Write for free 124-page catalog 
Dr. C. Hoyt Watson, President 


TORONTO BIBLE COLLEGE 
16 Spadina Road, Toronto 4, Ontario, Canada 
Principal: Rev. E. L. Simmonds, M.A., B.D. 
Three-year Bible course leading to B. Th. Degree. 
Missionary, Pastors, Christian ucation Options. 
Conservative, evangelical, with missionary empha- 
sis. Rhodes residence for women students. 

For further information write 


MISS E. V. ROBINSON, B.A.., Registrar 





IN BEAUTIFUL SAN FRANCISCO 
SIMPSON BIBLE COLLEGE 


“Gateway to World Service“ 


Offers accredited degree and diploma courses in 
* Theology ¢ Christian Education ¢ a Music 
* Bible-Music * Missions. Well equip; es | 
located. Fall semester begins Septem Send 
for catalog and literature to ms Sep SIMP- 
SON BIBLE COLLEGE, 801 Silver Avenue, San 
Francisco 24, California. 


At the Nation’s Capital 
WASHINGTON BIBLE COLLEGE 


A Bible-Centered Curriculum 
4-year Degree Course 
B.A. in Biblical Education 
3-year Diploma Bible Course 
Write for catalogue to 
1441 Rhode Island Ave., N.W. 
Washington 5, D. C. 





Southeastern Bible College 
1401 South 29th Street Birmingham 5, Alabama 
Dr. Charles Seidenspinner, President 


Full-orbed curriculum to provide training for 
Christian service. . . . Bible and Theological studies 
with basic Liberal Arts... . 4- -year course leading 
to Bachelor of Biblieal Arts or Bachelor of Religi- 
ous Education. Tuition free. 


Write for catalog 








Western Baptist Bible College 
Train for service in our Christian Education, 


Pastoral, Missions and Music Courses. 


Write Dr. H. O. Van Gilder, President, for details of 
3- 4- and 5-year Diploma, A.B. and B.Th. courses. 


Ask for FREE Catalog. 


Hill and Elm Dept. ST El Cerrito, Calif. 








very faithful in one particular thing— 
saving string. Although the book itself 
draws no specific moral conclusions, 
there are object lessons that the wise 
Christian parent may easily apply. 
Sturdily bound in red cloth and illus- 
trated with the imaginative line draw- 
ings that children love, this volume will 
delight both eye and ear of any child. 


Soul Winning Sermons—Vol. 1. By 
R. A Torrey. (Fleming H, Revell Co., 
Westwood, N. J., $2.50.) “He that win- 
neth souls is wise.” Certainly this book 
is the masterpiece of a “wise” man. Its 
message can be a source of strength 
and encouragement to all Christian 


workers and also an instrument in the 
Lord's hand for the salvation of the lost. 
A heart-warming challenge, clear-cut 
truths concerning the judgment to come, 
and an uncompromising presentation of 
the whole counsel of God have made 
the writings of Dr. Torrey an unparal- 
leled asset to evangelicalism. The chap- 
ter, “What it costs not to be a Chris- 
tian,” is worth the cost of the book, 
which should be a valuable addition to 
the Christian worker’s library. Reuben A. 
Torrey during his lifetime made one of 
the greatest contributions to the min- 
istry of soul winning, so that the name 


.“Torrey” and the title of this book are 


almost synonymous. 
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Hawaii Will Welcome 
Christian Fellowship. 
Vacation Party in ’57 


In addition to the annual Alaskan 


Cruise sponsored by The Sunday 
School oe next July, an attrac- 
tive tour to Hawaii has been ar- 
ranged for autumn to enjoy the 
hospitality of The Islands, and to 
see the great missionary work of 
the Protestant Church in an active 
and growing field. 


So many of the travelers, who 
have benefited from the Christian 
Fellowship cruises to Alaska, have 
indicated their desire for another 
trip together, this time to the 
Hawaiian Islands, that a tour will 
be operated October 7th to No- 
vember Ist. 


Avoiding the crowded midsum- 
mer and winter seasonsin Honolulu, 
the Christian Fellowship Cruise to 
Hawaii will be at a time of year 
when lower prices prevail, and 
when adequate accommodations 
can be secured aboard the S.S. Lur- 
line and in The Islands. The trip 
will include visits to three of the 
major islands: Oahu, Hawaii, and 
Kauai. The Moana and the Royal 
Hawaiian Hotels will be used. 


The Christian Fellowship Cruise 
to Hawaii will be made in the trade- 
wind season, which is the favorite 
time of year for natives. Moderate 
temperatures in the mid-70’s pre- 
vail, no rains are expected, and cool 
breezes are frequent. Hawaiian 
events include pageantry, concerts, 
garden tours, regattas, and other 
enjoyable tours. 


A special illustrated folder, “Ha- 
waii,” has been published to de- 
scribe the complete trip, and to 
invite enrollments. Readers and 
interested friends are invited to 
send for it. Please address The 
Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th 
Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


Travel arrangements made for 
The Sunday School Times by The 
Northern Pacific Railway. 
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Christian Railroad Men 
To Have Convention 


HE Railroad Evangelistic Associa- 

tion, Inc., composed of Christian 
railroad men of many denominations 
and over fifteen railroads, will have 
their annual convention in Philadelphia, 
at the Philadelphia Bible Institute, July 
9-12, 1957. This association was formed 
in Sanford, Fla., in January, 1941, and 
has become a national movement in 
many states to win some of the one 
million railroad men for Christ. It is 
fundamental, evangelistic, and interde- 
nominational. 

The official monthly paper is the 
Railroad Evangelist, a _  sixteen-page 
paper, published by the Association and 
edited by Herman R. Rose (2250 N. Penn- 
sylvania St., Indianapolis 5; subscrip- 
tion, $1.50). 


A Mother's Concern © 
(Continued from page 381) 


ligious teaching, proves that I’m a 
Christian?” 

The minister, a true servant of Christ 
and tactful and wise, answered, “It is 
well, indeed, that you are anxious about 
the children, and we thank God you 
approached us about getting a Sunday 
school started, but that isn’t enough 
to prove you are a Christian. Tell me, 
what do you propose to teach the chil- 
dren?” 

“Well,” said Mrs. J—, “I'd try to 
teach them to be good, and I’d teach 
them the Bible.” 

“But how can you teach them God’s 
Word, if you don’t know Him?” said 
the minister. 

“This is all new to me,” said Mrs. 
J——. “I always thought that if a per- 
son did what was right, and did kind 
things, and went to church, and read 
the Bible, that made him a Christian. 
In all my life before, no one ever asked 
me if I was born agdin. I always at- 
tended Sunday school and church until 
we came here to live. I must admit 
I don’t know much about the Bible. I 
would like to know more, and about 
God, too.” 

The wise minister knew he was deal- 
ing with a person who was in earnest, 
as far as she had light, so he quietly 
said, “Well, shall we kneel and tell the 
Lord about it, and then we will read 
what He says in His Word about it.” 

After they had prayed, and the min- 
ister had read, Mrs. J—— said: 

“I'm afraid many Sunday school 
teachers aren’t born again, because I 
attended Sunday school until I was six- 
teen, and none of my teachers ever 








When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in THe SunDAY SCHOOL 
TIMES. 
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asked me about my personal relation- 
ship to Jesus Christ. I understand, now, 
how wrong it would be for you to allow 
those who are not born again to teach 
in Sunday school. You have made the- 
way plain to me, sir, and I will accept 
Christ as my Saviour, now. My, what 
a difference it makes, an hour ago I 
thought myself well qualified to be a 
Sunday schoo] teacher. Now I feel so 
unworthy and weak, in myself. But, 
with God’s help, I'll study and prepare 
myself for His work. Will you please 
talk to the other ladies. I’m sure they 
aren’t born again. I believe you will 
be able to show them the way, as you 
have shown me.” 

Today, in that rural district, there is 
a thriving Sunday school and an. eve- 
ning church service. The teachers and 
officers are all born again, and God is 
blessing the work. Recently Mrs. J—— 
said: 

“We surely are being blest of God 
here, but if that godly minister hadn't 
been true to the Lord and His Word, 
how different the situation would have 
been! My great desire now is to lead 
every member of my Sunday school 
class to Christ, and to see them grow 
in grace, and in the knowledge of 
Christ themselves, and in turn, to lead 
others to Him.” 

TORONTO, CAN. 

we 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, May 26 
The Way of God Is Peace 
(Matt. 5:9; Isa. 2:1-5; 1 Thess. 5:13b) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


UR God is a God of peace. His 
Word tells us that His thoughts 
toward man are thoughts of peace and 
not of evil (Jer.'29:11). It is man who 
has turned away from God’s ways. It 
is man who has, by his willfulness, be- 
come at enmity toward God (Rom. 8: 
7), and lawless, and afar off from God 
(Gen. 6:5-7; Eph, 2:13). 
ve 
Because God is a holy and righteous 
God, and because He is a God of peace 
and unity, He could not condone or 
overlook man’s sin and disobedience. 
He was confronted with two alterna- 
tives—He could bring righteous judg- 
ment upon man and utterly wipe him 
off the face of the earth, or He could 
seek to bring man to his senses and to 
become reconciled to his God through 
turning away from sin and disobedience 
and turning back to God’s ways by ac- 
cepting the provisions for peace offered 
him. 
God chose this latter.course because 
a 
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of His heart of love toward man. He 
sent His own Son, the Prince of peace, 
to "be man’s peace and to be his Way 
back to God (Eph. 2: 13-18; Col. 1: 20-22). 
se 

Therefore, the Lord Jesus came to this 
earth to make peace between man and 
God. He went to the cross in order to 
take upon Himself the righteous judg- 
ment that should have fallen upon man, 
and to become the Way back to God for 
sinful man (Eph. 2:15; Col, 2:14), 

bd 

Whenever men will accept God’s way 
of peace by accepting His Son as their 
personal Saviour and receiving Him into 
their hearts by faith, the first result is 
peace with God (Rom. 5:1). The next 
result is that the peace of God in their 
hearts garrisons and protects them from 
unrest and fear and anxiety (Isa. 26:3; 
Psa. 119:165). As a final result, they 
have peace with their fellow men (Acts 
24:16; Psa. 147:14; Prov. 16:7). 


Here, then, is the way of peace that 
God has prescribed for man—first, to 
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become reconciled to Himself through 
belief in and acceptance of His Son; 
then to enjoy God’s peace in the heart; 
this, in turn, resulting in a Christlike 
and peaceable spirit toward others, and 
producing a concern to have others 
know and serve the same God of peace 
whom we. love and serve. 


cd 


But let us not be confused at this 
point. The fact that our hearts may 
be filled with God’s peace and with 
thoughts of good to ‘our neighbors, 
whether they be individuals or nations, 
will not bring universal peace upon this 
earth. The reason for this is the fact 
that there are individuals and nations 
who will not accept God’s way of peace, 
and who will be lawless and renegade 
in spite of anything that a God of love 
can do for them, Consequently, God, 
because He is holy and righteous, must 
judge such individuals and such nations, 
He does this now sometimes by suffer- 
ing, sometimes by pestilence, sometimes 
by war and disaster. But not until His 
Son, the Prince of Peace, returns to 
deal finally with rebellious individuals 
and nations, to set up His righteous 
government upon this earth, and to rule 
with impartial justice and rectitude will 
universal peace prevail. . There are 
some individuals and some nations that 
simply cannot and will not be loved into 
doing’ right, and will, therefore, have 
to experience God’s “strange work” 
(Isa. 28:21) and be dealt with by His 
stern and hard methods of judgment. 

Therefore, while in these days before 
our Lord returns we are to do every- 
thing in our power to live peaceably 
with others and to seek to bring all men 
everywhere to a knowledge of God and 
an acceptance of His Son, nevertheless 
we are not to have any vain hope that 
any of man’s efforts will bring about uni- 
versal peace. Only the Prince of Peace, 


reigning as King of kings and Lord of, 


lords upon His throne in Jerusalem, can 
usher in that long desired and blessed 
era. And so our prayer must ever be, 
“Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” 


PHILADELPHIA, 
+4 


For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Dally Bible Readings on the Internationa! 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday Schoo! Lesson Committee. 


May 20 to 26 


Mon., May 20.—Gen. 24:62-67. 
A Great Love. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Rebekah .. . 
became his wife; and he loved her: 
and Isaac was comforted after his 
mother’s death.” This is the second 
great love story of Genesis. The mar- 
riage of believers is a top blessing of 
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Negro Christians respond to Bible teaching, 
bringing glory to God. 
Please help this work by prayer and interest. 
Free Bible lessons are sent by mail to needy 
colored people. 
CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Box 3, Station A, Atlanta, Ga. 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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life. It typifies the union which exists 
between the Lord and His Church. Let 
Christian men obey the Lord’s com- 
mand to “love their wives as their own 
bodies” (Eph. 5:28) and “as Christ also 
loved the church, and gave himself for 
it” (v. 25). And let the “wife see that 
she reverence her husband” (v. 33). 
Pray for Christian couples of your ac- 
quaintance. 


Tues., May 21.—Gen. 26:12-17. 
The Better Way. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Isaac departed.” 
There. are times to stay and times to 
go away. Happy is the man who learns 
when to withdraw his foot from his 
neighbor’s house. Isaac gained much 
by giving up and by giving in. Humil- 
ity, self-denial, and moderation are aids 
to social] peace. Tattling, provocation, 
and angry words are fuel for the fire 
of strife. Make it your rule to “follow 
peace with all men” (Heb. 12:14; 1 Pet. 
2:1). “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem” 
(Psa, 122:6). 


Wed., May 22.—Gen. 26:18-22. 
Room for Everyone. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Now the Lord 
hath made room for us, and we shall 
be fruitful.” Isaac soon saw the hand 
of God in his new location. When God 
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begins a blessing, He always finishes it. 
Let your faith see both present and 
future good. Keep to paths of right- 
eousness and peace, and it shall be well 
with you.. “Behind a frowning provi- 
dence He hides a smiling face. His pur- 
poses will ripen fast, unfolding every 
hour; the bud may have a bitter taste, 
but sweet will be the flower” (Cowper). 
Pray for a faith that “will not. shrink 
. on the brink of any earthly woe.” 


Thurs., May 23.—Gen. 26:23-33. 
Blessed of the Lord. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thou art... 
blessed of the Lord.” Neighbors ob- 
served godly Isaac and that God be- 
friended him. When you please the 
Lord, He will make your enemies to be 
at peace with you (Prov. 16:7). If you 
obey God, you will have the rewards 
of righteousness. “Thou, Lord, wilt 
bless the righteous; with favour wilt 
thou compass him as with a shield” 
(Psa. 5:12). Pray for the Christians 
you know to be in unhappy situations. 


Fri., May 24.—Job 22:21-30. 
The Source of Peace. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Acquaint now 
thyself with him, and be at peace.” 
Job’s friend, Eliphaz, spoke truth, but 
he had the wrong motive and spirit 
(Job 42:7). It is true, God is the author 
cf peace, but few know the secret way 
of getting “acquainted” with God. There 
is only One who can introduce us to 
God. “No man knoweth the Son, but 
the Father; neither knoweth any man 
the Father, save the Son, and he to 
whomsoever the Son will reveal him” 
(Matt. 11:27). Have you been thus in- 
troduced? Pray for an awakening 
among the nominal Christians in your 
church and community. 


Sat., May 25.—Psa. 37:5-11. 
Fret Not for Evildoers. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIons: “Evildoers shall 
be cut off.” David reckoned with evil- 
doers all his days. Christ, great Da- 
vid’s greater Son, above all others suf- 
fered the “contradiction of sinners 
against himself.” Let us “consider him” 
lest we become weary and faint in our 
minds (Heb. 12:3). Pray for grace for 
your every trial. 


Sun., May 26.—Isa. 55:6-13. 
Led Forth in Peace. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye shall go 
out with joy, and be led forth with 
peace.” Blessed accompaniments for 
the believer in trouble: the joy of 
the Lord and the peace of God. Have 
you these blessings? If you have the 
“Blesser,” you may have the blessing. 
“Peace . . . which passeth all under- 
standing” (and all misunderstand- 
ing) waits upon your obedience to 
the will of God (Phil. 4:7; Psa. 119: 
165). Pray for courage to do your 
Lord’s will, though it hurts and hum- 
bles you. 
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